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BUILDINGS OF MERIT AND THE WAR 


HE destruction, complete or partial, of so many 
buildings of merit in England now, has focussed 
attention on the need to secure accurate archi- 
tectural records of them. We say “focussed ” 
deliberately, for the late Mr. Stanley Hall pointed 
out the urgency of this step nearly a year ago. 

Recent events have brought the subject right 
to the forefront, and on Monday afternoon a con- 
ference, convened by the Royal Institute of British 
Architects, considered the question with a view to 
drafting a workable scheme for submission to the 
Minister of Works and Buildings. A small sub- 
committee, headed by Mr. W. H. Ansell, P.R.I.B.A., 
was set up to draft the scheme. 

A memorandum which formed the basis of the 
Conference’s deliberations outlined two needs. 
The first—artd superficially the most obvious need— 
is to secure photographs of damaged buildings for 
present propaganda. The other, and more im- 
portant from the architectural standpoint, is to 
have records to help those who will restore them ; 
these records should take the form of drawings 
and accurate technical and historical data. It is 
suggested that scientifically made photographic 
surveys will enable the preparation of records to 
be made more swiftly and accurately. 

We hope we do no injustice to the Conference if 
we say that it showed a preoccupation with the 
idea of photography of war-damaged buildings 
rather to the exclusion of the more important aspect 
of drawings.’ Now the securing of photographs of 
bombed buildings is, no doubt, of interest and even, 
from the standpoint of propaganda, of importance. 
But we cannot see that the setting up of an organisa- 
tion to ensure that every building of importance 
that is damaged by enemy action is photographed 
is the. affair of any of the bodies represented at 
Monday’s conference. It is the work of the Ministry 
of Information and the newspapers which, generally 
speaking, are making an efficient job of it; one 
may rest assured that practically every building 
of national interest is photographed as it is damaged. 
A visit to the library of any photographic news 
agency is an illuminating experience. Interesting, 
dramatic and terrible though they are, we cannot 
see that photographs of damage to St. Paul’s, say, 
or Middle Temple Hall, can be of the slightest 
practical value to those who are called upon to 
make restoration. 


In a very different category is the record—by 
measured drawing, photograph or collecting of 
data—of buildings previous to damage. If town- 
planning considerations rule against re-erection 
or restoration, these are available as_ historical 
records. If, on the contrary, it is decided to 
restore, then the records are indispensable. 

It is in the direction of collecting and collating 
such material as exists (and there is an overwhelming 
mass of it up and down the country), and in initiating 
the fillmg of gaps, that it may be thought the 
Conference can most usefully act. For this a 
central organisation is essential, for, as has been 
pointed out, extension without centralisation leads 
to disorganisation. It would seem reasonable to 
set up regional committees—possibly corresponding 
to the areas of the Allied Societies—on which 
architects, muniment keepers and librarians, and 
archeologists should be represented. These’ com- 
mittees should, first, draw up lists of buildings 
worthy of being recorded and then undertake local 
research as to what records are already available. 
In this the central organisation could help—a task 
in which it would: be greatly assisted by certain 
collections or organisations already in existence. 
The aims of the central body would not be to put 
voluntary effort out of business but to help it, and 
lead to economies. When some sort of a balance 
is struck between buildings on the list which have 
been documented and those which have not, then 
a priority list can be established for action. For, as 
one speaker said, we cannot hope to do fifty years 
work in the brief time at our disposal. 

The question of finance looms large in any scheme. 
Mr. Ansell made it sufficiently clear that it is useless 
to look to the voluntary organisations for finance. 
In all the circumstances, Sir Kenneth Clark’s 
suggestion seems the best—that the executive 
central body which it is hoped will be set up as a 
result of the Sub-Committee’s efforts should operate 
as part of the new Ministry of Works and Buildings 
(providing that the Minister’s co-operation and 
consent be obtained), but that it should be financed by 
one of the great charitable trusts. Operation as 
part of the Ministry should ease one not incon- 
siderable difficulty, the obtaining of permits to 
photograph—a matter of seemingly slight im- 
portance to which only those who have come up 
against it can effectually testify ! 


C 
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A MURAL AT LIVERPOOL’S FIRST COMMUNAL RESTAURANT. 


Lord Woolton, on November I1, opened the Byrom Restaurant—the first 
communal restaurant to be erected by Liverpool Corporation. Cheap meals are 
obtainable in attractive and cheerful surroundings, in which the murals (one of which 
: is shown above) considerably assist. They are by Mr. Tom Mellor, B.Arch., A.R.I.B.A. 
an assistant on the staff of the City Architect and Director of Housing, Mr. L. H. Keay, 
O.B.E., F.R.I.B.A. The restaurant is illustrated elsewhere in this issue- 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


Moslem Mosque in London. 

A CENTRAL place of worship for Moslems 
is to be established in London, according 
to a statement in Parliament made by Mr. 
4G. Hall, Under-Secretary, Colonial .Office. 
A committee of distinguished Moslems 
had recently been engaged in the prepara- 
tion of plans for the establishment in 
London of a mosque and Islamic cultural 
centre on a scale adequate to meet the 
needs of the many Moslems who lived 
in, or visited, this country. His Majesty’s 
Government were approached by the com- 
mittee with the suggestion that they 
should present a site for the building, and 
they had now decided to mark their sym- 
pathy with, and interest in, that impor- 
tant project by affording assistance to it 
in that manner. An early opportunity 
would be taken to invite Parliament to 
vote the necessary funds, the limit of 
which had been fixed at £100,000. 


‘Preservation of Windermere Lake Frontage. 

Tue National Trust announces that, 
‘through the generosity of Mr. and Mrs. 
F. C. Scott, restrictive covenants will be 
placed upon a large part of the Brathay 
Hall Estate at the head of Windermere. 
‘The property which is to be preserved 
covers roughly a mile, and includes the 
parkland in front of Brathay Hall and 
the whole of its lake shore, the fir-clad 
Brathay Rocks, two fields near Brathay 
Church, and the fields on the west. side 
-of the River Brathay from Brathay Bridge 
to where it enters the lake. On the oppo- 
site bank of the river the National Trust 
itself owns the Roman Camp at Borrans 
‘Feld. 


Planning Schemes in Essex. 

Tue Town and Country Planning Com- 
mittee of Essex County Council report 
that, in the Ministry of Health Circular 
1872, the Minister of Health stated his 
intention of approving, during the war, as 
many as possible of those planning 
schemes in respect of which Public Local 
Inquiries have been held, prior to the 
outbreak of war. In April, the Committee 
reported that they were not satisfied with 
the progress then made and that, with the 
approval of at least two of the Regional 
Planning Committees, strong representa- 
‘tions had been made to the Minister of 
Health in an endeavour to expedite the 
approval of the schemes in question. The 
Committee continue: ‘‘ The Clerk of the 
‘Council has now reported to your Com- 
mittee that he was represented at a recent 
informal conference with officials of the 
Ministry of Health, when the. matter was 
discussed in detail. As the result of this 
discussion your Committee understands 
that, in view of the conditions now obtain- 
ing and of the depletion of the technical 
staff of the Ministry, it is most improb- 
able that any further steps will be pos- 
sible with regard to the approval even 
of those planning schemes in the cate- 
gory mentioned, except in those cases 
where only the merest formalities require 
to be completed. Your Committee are 
naturally concerned over the ill-effects, as 
exemplified by possible uncontrolled de- 
velopment after the war, which may result 
from this latest decision of the Ministry 
—a decision which is tantamount to the 
suspension of work on planning schemes 
for the duration of the war—but, rince 
your Committee fully realise the necessity 
for the direction of skilled personnel into 
channels more closely concerned with the 
national war effort, they feel that there is 
no alternative but to accept the position.” 
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** Green Belt” Additions, Chertsey. 

THe Civil Defence and General Pur- 
poses Committee of the L.C.C. report that 
a contribution is being made towards the 
cost of the acquisition, by the Surrey 
County Council and the Chertsey Urban 
District Council, of about 160 acres of land 
known as Chertsey Meads, for addition to 
the Green Belt in Surrey. The land, 
which is surrounded on three sides by the 
Thames, will be used partly as a public 
open space and partly for agricultural 
purposes. 


District Surveyor’s Retirement. 

Mr. A. H. Versrace, who has been dis- 
trict surveyor for Lewisham West since 
his appointment in January, 1911, has 
retired as from November 14. The Town 
Planning Committee of the L.C.C. state: 
‘During his period of office he has super- 
vised the execution of building works of 
considerable magnitude under the London 
Building Acts, arid has performed other 
important duties under the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1932, and other 
statutes. Since the outbreak of war, 
Mr. Verstage has also rendered valuable 
assistance in connection with the rescue 
service in London. By his retirement the 
Council will lose the services of an ex- 
perienced and efficient district surveyor.” 





COMING EVENTS 


Tuesday, November 26.—Royal Institution. 
Sir Kenneth Clark on ‘“‘The Cinema as a 
means of Propaganda.’ 2.30 p.m. 


Tuesday-Friday, November 26-December 
13.—Architectural Association. Annual 
Exhibition of Photographs by Members. 


Thursday, November 28. — Society of 
Antiquaries. Messrs, W. J. Varley and B. H. 
St. John O’Neil on “Excavations at Old 
Oswestry, Shropshire, 1939-40.” 2.30 p.m. 

Tuesday, December 3.—Housing Centre. 
Luncheon: Mr. R. M. Titmuss, on “ The 
Casualties of Environment.”’ 1 p.m. 

Wednesday, December 4.—Royal Society 
of Arts. Mr. D.E.E. Gibson on “ Problems 
of Building Construction.” 1.45 p.m. 
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FAMOUS BUILDINGS 
DAMAGED 


Tue Ministry of Information has issued 
the following list of targets in Britain 
that have been bombed during the past 
nine weeks :— 

Hosprrats. — Charterhouse Clinic; Great 
Ormond-street; London Hospital; Queen 
Mary’s Hospital; St. Bartholomew’s Medical 
School; St. Thomas’s; Swiss Relief Centre; 
St. Dunstan’s headquarters; Ford’s Hospital, 
Coventry; and American Ambulance | Unit, 
Tunbridge Wells. 

CHuRcHES.—Westminster Abbey ; St. Paul’s 
Cathedral ; Canterbury Cathedral ; St. Martin- 
in-the-Fields; St. Clement Danes; St. Giles, 
Cripplegate ; St. Swithin’s, Cannon-street; St. 
Augustine, Watling-street; St. Boniface, 
Adler-street; St. eae the Bonn: St. 
Clement’s, Eastcheap; Jewin Chapel; Dutch 
Church, Austin Friars; Swedish Church, 
Rotherhithe; St. Magnus the Martyr; St. 
Mary-at-Hill; St. Mary Woolnoth; St. Mar- 
garet’s, Westminster; Christ Church, West- 
minster Bridge-road; St. John, Smith-square; 
St. John’s, Kensington; Our Lady of Vic- 


tories, Kensington; St. Mark’s, Regent’s 
Park; and Islington Parish Church. 
Empassies. — American (time bomb re- 


moved); Japanese (evacuated) ; and Spanish. 


Pataces.—Buckingham Palace, Kensington 
Palace, Lambeth Palace, and Eltham Palace. 


OrHER Buitpincs or WortpD-wipe In- 
TEREST.—House of Lords; British Museum; 
Law Courts; Tate Gallery; Imperial War 
Museum; Somerset House; Wallace Collec- 
tion; Burlington House; Tower of London; 
Westminster Hall; Temple; Inner Temple 
Library; Stationers’ Hall; Royal Hospital, 
Chelsea; Hogarth House; Holland House; 
Radnor House, Twickenham; statue of 
Richard Coeur de Lion. 


Pustic Praces.—Australia House; Bank of 
England (near); County Hall, Madame Tus- 
saud’s; National City Bank of New York; 
Public Record Office; South Africa House; 
University College Library ; Yokohama Specie 
Bank; Y.M.C.A. Headquarters; The Zoo; 
Argyle Theatre, Merseyside; Arts Theatre, 
Birkenhead; Birmingham Art Gallery; Bir- 
mingham Town Hall; Royal College of 
Surgeons; Indian Students’ Hostel; Italian 
ag Company; and Wimbledon Centre 

urt. 


NewspPaPER Orrices.—Associated Press of 
America; Daily Express; Daily Herald; 
Daily Mail; Daily Mirror; Daily Sketch; 
Daily Worker; Evening Standard; Glasgow 
Herald and Bulletin, London Office; New 
Statesman and Nation; and The Times. 

Squares AND Srreets.—Berkeley-square ; 
Leicester-square; Kensington-square; Sloane- 
square; Smith-square; Berwick-market; 
Bond-street; Burlington Arcade; Bruton- 
street ; Carnaby-street ; Lambeth-walk ; 
Maddox-street; Oxford-street; Park-lane; 
Piccadilly ; Regent-street ; Rotton Row; Royal 
Arcade; Savile Row; Watling-street; 
Elephant and Castle. 

Strores.—Austin Reed (Piccadilly); Bourne 
and Hollingsworth, ord Showrooms, 
Regent-street; Gamage’s, Cheapside; John 
Lewis; Peter Robinson, and Selfridge’s. 

CLuss.—Arts (Dover-street), Carlton, and 


Reform. 
IN: 1915. 


Exrract From The Builder, Novemser 19. 

The Metropolitan Asylums Board de- 
cided at their last meeting to insure the 
Board’s buildings... against damage by 
aircraft. The insurance will be for 
£200,000, but the Board will bear the first 
loss to the extent of £1,000. The premium 
payable is about £1,000 per annum. The 


original proposal was to insure only the 
head office of the Board, on the ground 
that it is more accessible to danger than 
the other buildings owing to its close 
proximity to the river and many impor- 
tant buildings. 
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The Industry’s Leaders on 
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BUILDING: ITS PLANNED DEVELOPMENT 


A SERIES OF INTERVIEWS WITH R. MYERSCOUGH-WALKER 
No. 5—CHARLES KERRIDGE, PRESIDENT N.F.B.T.E. 


NOTE BY R. MYERSCOUGH-WALKER. 


| will not preface this con- 


versation but, instead, reserve my increasing impatience until the summing- 

up next'week. The questions which the President of the National Federation 

of Building Trades Employers has answered are identical with those put to 

the other Presidents. This part is succeeded by a verbatim conversation 
which, | feel, did not lead us towards anything definite. 


Questions answered by Mr. C. Kerridge, 
President N.F.B.T.E. 

1. Are you satisfied that architects, sur- 
veyors, contractors, etc., are making the 
best possible contribution to the national 
war effort? 

I am satisfied that there is a willing- 
ness on the part. of architects, surveyors, 
contractors and operatives to make a bet- 
ter contribution to the national war 
effort than they are permitted to do by 
present conditions. : 

2. In what way are they falling short 
of their maximum contribution ? : 

Recriminations in respect of past mis- 
takes would serve no useful purpose, but 
we can admit that to-day we in the 
Building Industry, as indeed in many 
other industries, are suffering from a 
failure by the Government to co-operate 
with the Industry intelligently during the 
years that preceded the war. It seems to 
be appreciated, in most quarters other 
than among the powers that be in 
Government circles, that the Building In- 
dustry. is not only the largest but also 
one of the best organised of the country’s 
industries. It is, of course, more com- 
plicated, and has more ramifications than 
some other major industries but, when 
that is borne in mind, the degree of 
orderly arrangements in the Industry in 
recent years is really notable. In the 
matter of labour conditions very effective 
joint agreements exist between the repre- 
sentative employers’ and operatives’ or- 
ganisations in the Industry. There is a 
well-developed system of regrading wages, 
hours and conditions of work. There is a 
complete machinery for dealing with dis- 
putes, with the result that there has been 
no major interruption of work in the In- 
dustry since 1924 and sporadic disputes, 
when they occur, are confined to the 
smallest dimensions and overcome with 
the minimum of friction. There is a sys- 
tem of demarcation between the building 
and civil engineering industries. On the 
contractual side the architects, contrac- 
tors and sub-contractors’ have formulated 
and agreed conditions of contract and 
sub-contract, daywork charges and codes 
of practice. The Industry has initiated 
and obtained Government approval of a 
scheme to improve constructional stand- 
ards in housing. It maintains its own 
export group, and has organised itself to 
make the utmost contribution to the 
Government’s export drive. 

Such a well-organised industry could 
have rendered inestimakle service to the 
Government in the planning of the pro- 
gramme of work necessitated by the 
advent of war. Its knowledge of the 
necessity for maintaining a proper 
balance between crafts and of the 


materials that would be scarce and those 
that could be plentifully produced (or 


those for which substitutes would be ob- 
tainable), of the many forms of semi- 
permanent construction that could be 
adopted for war-time purposes, of 
economies in siting, layout and planning. 
could have .ensured continuous and 
orderly progress from the start. Instead 
the Industry was not usually consulted 
at all, or to the extent that it was con- 
sulted its advice was generally ignored. 
Scarcity materials such as timber were 
used up with prodigal disregard for the 
wants of the next few months. Thousands 
of men, professional, skilled artisan and 
labouring, were unnecessarily put out of 
employment. Wasteful planning resulted 
in unproductive output. 

Britain has a long-standing reputation 
for “‘ muddling through,” and to the ex- 
tent that the Building Industry is only 
being permitted to muddle through, we 
are falling short of the contribution to 
the war effort of which we are capable. 

3. What form of better co-ordination of 
effort in the interests of the national war 
effort would you suggest? 

4. What direction do wou think better 
organisation or co-ordination between 
the organised sections and the Govern- 
ment Departments concerned with the 
war effort should take? 

Your. third question gives the key to 
its answer. The war effort is a national 
war effort. Architects, surveyors, master 
builders, civil engineering contractors, 
and operatives are all organised on a 
national basis. A national construction 
army is available to the nation for a 
national job, and the best form of 
organisation must obviously be a national 
one. Devolution is, of course, necessary, 
but it must be devolution within the 
Industry and_ subject to national 
direction and control. An army must 
be officered and the best men to officer 
the construction army are already 
known to the men at the top. They 
have for the most part served their 
cadetship or apprenticeship in their 
National organisations. They are 
“* nationally-minded ” and are seized with 
National policy. 

During the past year it has been the 
policy of the Government to endeavour to 
shelve responsibility for all construction 
work other than that of the Contracting 
Departments. A.R.P. and repair of war 
damage has been delegated to Local 
Authorities, Regional Commissioners and 
(more recently) to Local Emergency 
Panels. These bodies. have endeavoured 
to set up organisations of varying degrées 
of efficiency which can best be described 
as Irregulars. Excellent as such Irregu- 
lars May sometimes be in spasmodic 
guerilla warfare, they are not fitted to 
the ardours of a strenuous campaign, nor 
is it customary to employ them as a main 
army. They suffer as a rule from the 


defects of their qualities. They have 
their uses, but no modern nation would 
entrust a campaign entirely to such 
troops. 

In contradistinction to this method of 
raising local levies, under such officership. 
as can be hastily improvised, the War 
Office recently arranged for the employ- 
ment of the Building Industry on the 
emergency building operations that were 
urgently necessitated by the return from 
Dunkirk. This was done upon a national 
basis, was organised from the top, and 
hag been a conspicuous success. 

5. Do you think a more comprehensive: 
form of liaison between architects, sur-- 
veyors, etc., and the Government as a 
whole is desirable 

Yes. 1 

6. Do you think that one single Depart- 
ment for dealing’ with all building 
matters (there are now seven or eight De- 
partments concerned with building 
activity), would be a proper measure of 
administrative simplification and an ad- 
vantage from both the national and the 
Industry’s point of view? 

7. Do you think the purpose of the build- 
ing and associated professions would be 
better served by a Ministry of State (such 
as a Ministry of Building) or by the ex- 
tension of an existing Department (say, 
H.M. Office of Works) ? 

8. Do you think that in the event of the 
establishment of.a Ministry of Building 
the following matters should come under 
the control and administration of such a 
Ministry ? 

(a) Town planning. 

(b) Housing. 

(c) Location and siting of industries. 

(d) By-laws and building regulations. 

(e) Standards of quality and dimen- 

sions. 

(f) Research. 

(g) Training und entry into the in- 


dustry. 
(v) Technical education and instruc- 
tion. : 
Now that the Government have 


appointed a Minister of Building, and 
have seen fit to absorb into his office the- 
present Office of Works, a detailed reply 
to these questions might be embarrassirig 
to whatever policy such Minister may de- 
cide to adopt. : 

9. Do you think that long-term policies: 
of public works development, including 
such _matters as the provision of the 
highest possible structural standard and 
accommodation of schools, hospitals, and 
associated clinics, social amenities and 
public administrative centres generally, 
should come within the purview of such 
a Ministry? 

10. Do you think a long-term policy and 
programme of public works develop- 
ment is in the national interest, and, if 
so, for what reason? 

In the past the public and Governments 
have too often thought of public works as 
relief works. In periods of depression 
public authorities have turned on the 
public works tap to ameliorate the con- 
ditions of the unemployed. There has 
been no policy, merely a confused impro- 














November 22 1940 


visation of anything that would find work 
for idle hands to do. The result, of course, 
has been most uneconomical. Clerks and 
salesmen are not the best people to wield 
picks and shovels. If the picks and 
shovels were wielded by navvies and 
building trade workers under a planned 
and regulated scheme (a long-term policy) 
of public works development, the periods 
of intense activity and enforced inactivity 
for such workers would be less sharply 
alternating. Incidentally there would be 
a greater chance of such a steady pros- 
perity as would place the clerks and sales- 
men in economic employment in their 
own jobs. One might look to the Govern- 
ment either to take the initiative or at 
least to remove the obstacles which at 
present make it difficult for the industry 
to take the initiative in this matter of 
planning ahead. In this connection one 
might learn a lesson from the history of 
house-building during the past 30 years. 
The Finance Act of 1910 effectively 
stopped the provision of houses by 
privateenterprise. By the end of 1918 there 
were the arrears of eight years to make 
good. One Housing Act after another was 
then placed upon the Statute Book, all 
having for-their object the encouragement 
of Local Authorities to build houses with 
the aid of subsidies; yet the problem of 
lack of housing accommodation was ulti- 
mately solved by private enterprise. 
(Local Authorities have built, since 1919, 
1,057,505 houses, all with the aid of sub- 
sidy. Private enterprise has _ built 
2,767,443 houses, 2,339,216 of which were 
built without the aid of any subsidy.) 

Incidentally, one may deplore the 
ghastly bad taste of much of this housing. 
One should not, however, overlook the 
good work done by private firms in 
educating the public up to a _ better 
standard of design. Full use _ has 
been made by many house-builders 
of the services of the architectural pro- 
fession and, if there is still too much bad 
design, this is largely accounted for by 
the standard of public taste. The house- 
builder naturally builds what the public 
wants. Again, the House-Building In- 
dustry is to be congratulated upon the 
steps which it took some four years ago 
to secure an improved standard of con- 
struction. The establishment of the 
National Housebuilders’ Registration 
Council marked an epoch in the pro- 
vision of satisfactory accommodation by 
private enterprise. 


. My answer to these two questions 
would therefore be: “‘ Stop thinking of 
public works as relief works; remove the 
dead hand of bureaucratic control; and 
the Industry—that is to say, architects, 
surveyors, builders, operatives, suppliers 
of materials—would be perfectly capable 
of developing and carrying through a 
long-term policy of planned reconstruc- 
tion. An enlightened public opinion is, 
of course, an essential feature of this 
task, but it is believed that results will 
have more effect upon creating such an 
enlightened public opinion than the 
dogmas of politicians and so-called ex- 
pert reformers.” 


ll. Do you think that a widespread 
Colonial development policy based on 
public works and services programmes 
for the Colonies is a matter which should 
come within the scope of a Ministry of 
Building ? 


12. Do you think that a policy for the 
development of British building in 
foreign countries should be a proper sub- 
ject for development by the Ministry of 
Building? ~ 
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13, Do yeu think that fostering the ex- 
portation of British building materials 
to all parts of the world should become 
the concern of a Ministry of Building? 

At present the Department ot Uverseas 
Trade is giving every encouragement to 
the development of our exports and there 
have been formed about 270 Export 
Groups, including one for the Construc- 
tional Industries. It would indeed be a 
pity if the good work which such a 
Group, having the benevolent interest 
of the Department of Overseas Trade, 
could do were to be hampered by any 
form of control by the Ministry of Build- 
ing. It is difficult to see what good a 
Ministry of Building could do overseas, 
particularly as such a Ministry would 
have its hands full with problems at 
home which mostly result from lack of 
foresight on the part of the Government 
Building Departments. 


By all means let us foster the under- 
taking of contracts overseas by British 
contractors. Let the Building Industry 
make its contribution towards the build- 
ing up of credits overseas. Let us pro- 
vide the houses, hospitals and_ schools 
necessary for qur Colonies. In due 
course, when we can afford to export 
building materials, let us foster that 
trade also. The British Building Indus- 
try is sufficiently robust to do all these 
things without subsidy and _ without 
interference from any Ministry of Build- 
ing, no matter how well-intentionéd. 

14. What form of contact between the 
building industries and the: proposed 
Ministry of Building do you think would 
best suit national ends? 

15. Do you think, for instance, that 
representatives of the building group of 
industries should be a recognised part of 
the Ministry ? 

Again a direct answer to this question 
might embarrass the recently appointed 
Minister of Building. ‘“ Planning” is 
too often an empty catchword redolent 
of “ wishful thinking,’ and there is a 
tendency on the part of many who have 
given only casual consideration to the 
problems of the Building Industry to 
believe that planning is only possible as 
a result of direct Government action. In 
many cases this belief has lain behind 


the demands expressed (and now 
granted) for a Ministry of Building. 
Actually, if the new Ministry should 


adopt the old-fashioned policy of setting 
up numerous Advisory Committees, of a 
type which simply serve as_ effective 
smokescreens, behind which the Depart- 
ment may shelter and through which the 
public eye cannot penetrate to see what 
the new Ministry is doing, it will be a 
very bad thing for the Industry. Key 
positions in the Ministry should cer- 
tainly be held by men of practical ex- 
perience and administrative ability. It 
is unlikely, however, that the best men 
could be induced to undertake a task 
which they would know to be hopeless 
so long as a strangling and obstructing 
bureaucratic influence prevailed. 

16. Do you. think it would ezercise a 
progressive influence on building 
development if the building industry 
had available to it such a Ministry of 
Building as would enable industry to 
put forward proposals for dealing with 
matters of difficulty or for the further 
development of trade? 

If the Building Industry had available 
to it such a Ministry of Building as 
would enable the Industry to put for- 
ward proposals for dealing with matters 
of difficulty or for the further develop- 
ment of trade, and if the proposals could 
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be assured of a fair examination as a 
whole (and not as piecemeal contribu- 
tions to the’ expediency of passing 
phases), then a progressing influence 
would certainly be exercised on building 
development. But the mere establish- 
ment of a Ministry of Building does not 
necessarily imply that such opportuni- 
ties would be available to the Industry. 
Time will tell. At the moment there is 
need to get rid of much muddled 
thinking. 


THE INTERVIEW CONTINUED. 


M.-W.: From the remarks made in the 
answers to the previous questions, one has 
the impression that the building industry 
itself is running fairly smoothly and that 
the biggest fault lies with the Government 
in not using it. But, in my conversations 
with the different Presidents of the Archi- 
tectural bodies, the Operatives, B.I.N.C., 
etc., there was not agreement on every 
point. Therefore it seems to me that the 
industry cannot put forward to the 
Government a coherent scheme until the 
various bodies agree. 

C. K.: No. Is that not rather because 
certain of the constituent parts of the 
industry are not truly executive? The 
Building Contractor is an executive part 
of the industry, in conjunction with the 
Operatives. It seems to me that only the 
Contractors and the Operatives jointly 
can be aware of the resources of the 
industry for actual executive work, and 
that being so the activities of the mer- 
chants must for the moment fall in with 
the manpower in the industry. 

M.-W.: I do not see this unified 
industry ready to serve the Government. 
For instance, members of the architec- 
tural profession (the younger ones at 
least) have entered the Services and the 
Government could now use these men. in 
connection with the air raid damage that 
has been done—all small part of what 
architects might be used for. I am cer- 
tain no clear-slighted policy has been 
formulated regarding the organisation of 
the industry. 

C. K.: To deal with war damage and 
dilapidations? Perhaps it has been a 
mistake that so many architects have 
already joined the Forces. The Govern- 
ment Departments had their own 
designers and the rest of it, and until 
damage became too great they did not 
know to what extent they might need the 
others. 

M.-W.: A number of technical journals 
pointed out the use of the industry but, to 
go back, your answers to previous ques- 
tions suggested a united front in the 
industry which the Government could use 
effectively. These do not tally with criti- 
cisms of the present system that are being 
made. What about cost-plus-profit con- 
tracting? What about the war-time 
abuses by operatives on jobs which in- 
erease the expenditure and the turnover 
on the job? What about engineers 
handling large contracts? Outside the 
industry these rackets have caused criti- 
cisms which are becoming more and more 
acute. Therefore if the Government are 
going to make use of the industry, they 
are at the same time going to be met with 
floods of criticism about the behaviour of 
contractors since the emergency. 

C. K.: No. Do you mean that you 
would suggest that the work be dis- 
tributed under Government or other 
authority on the basis of profit on cost? 
That is not my idea at all. I think it 
would be fatal to the industry economic- 
ally and from every other point of view 
to eliminate the competitive element. 
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Industry is getting output on a six-day 
week which will be equal every time to 
the average output on the seven-day week. 
Within the manpower of the industry 
there is no reason why the competitive 
element should be eliminated as I see it. 

M.-W.: The competitive element in that 
case would be a return or a continuance 
of the tender system. The point I am 
trying to make is the divergence from 
that system within the last few months. 
As I understand it, such is not part and 
parcel of your policy ? 

C. K.: Not of our policy. After Dun- 
kirk there were obviously urgent defence 
works to be undertaken regardless of cost. 
Only for such emergency work was the 
system of cost-plus-profit employed, except 
occasionally on quick and much needed 
first-aid repairs where there was no speci- 
fication or quantities of what was required 
to be done, and builders made good the 
damage with what materials they could 
get hold of. 

M.-W.: In your answers you have men- 
tioned housing or rehousing being 
achieved by private enterprise to a greater 
extent than by Government subsidy and 
local councils. In that case I am rather 
surprised that the builders have not 
worked more hand-in-hand with the 
architects. 

C. K. : I do not know that they have not. 

M.-W.: Architects were doing 10 per 
cent. of the housing as against the 
builders’ 90 per cent. I merely asked the 
question in order to find out whether 
harmony existed between architects, con- 
tractors and surveyors as one would like 
to see. 

C. K.: My personal view is that in order 
to get the best results in regard to houses, 
etc., the guidance of the architect is a 
most desirable factor, and I should sup- 
port an architecturally designed house 
every time. I think sometimes trouble 
might be occasioned by the fact that some 
architects are less inclined to design the 
houses that will sell with the public than 
to provide it with what they consider 
esthetically planned architecture. 

M.-W.: Not one architect in 100 knows 
his job. This is partly due to misguided 
architectural education and _ partly 
because he is becoming more and more 
interested in the business of making 
money as opposed to being a creative 
designer. You probably think about the 
architect as a man who does not pander 
to the public taste. For the most part 
they do because if he (the average archi- 
tect) were creative, he would be ahead of 
his time and would be unappreciated by 
most lay-people. I am inclined, however, 
to believe on the whole that if the archi- 
tect knew his job and was also creative, 
the result would be buildings disliked by 
very few people. 

C. K.: There are competitions open to 
builders for better-planned houses and I 
believe these houses are educating the 
public to require that type of house. 

M.-W.: Let us talk of other things :—- 
They say plan-types which have been 
developed in Government Departments for 
a number of years have been used regard- 
less of ‘the shortage or otherwise of 
materials and have ignored the new func- 
tion of certain of the buildings. Do you 
think that Lord Reith’s new powers are 
going to help in any way? 

C. K.: I know so little of what his 
powers are at the present moment. We 


were discussing the question at a meeting 
this morning and from what little I know 
I am afraid I cannot express an opinion. 

M.-W. : What would you, Mr. Kerridge. 
face to face with Lord Reith, recommend 
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be adopted from the point of view of in- 
creasing the efficiency of the industry? 

C. K.: I think closer liaison with the 
executive portion of the industry. You 
are speaking of the present and post-war 
time, I take it? 

M.-W.: The present time. 

C. K. : It is a question really of how one 
is going to utilise available man-power. 
You can only get a certain volume out of 
the industry, and my feeling is that if you 
could schedule the importance of the 
requirements—say, for instance, you want 
£600,000,000 of work in any year and the 
capacity is only £400,000,000—you could 
decide, or grade perhaps, the urgency of 
that £600,000,000, and in consultation with 
the industry decide which work shall be 
cut out. 

M.-W.: By the Ministry of Building? 

C. K.: It must be a body with some 
power to control. 


WORKS AND 
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M.-W.: Lord Reith’s body has those 
powers vested in it. 

C. K.: I do not know that it is. 
There is a Committee on Production 
which works in conjunction with and on 
the advice of a Priority Sub-Committee 
attached to the* Ministry of Labour, now 
Lord Reith’s department. To that extent, 
Lord Reith will be responsible in some 
measure for assessing priority of works 
being undertaken at the present time. A 
further terror to life is licensing of private 
works, and these are only to be permitted 
after all various degrees of Government 
works have been put under way. 

M.-W.: It seems to be a great deal to 
lay at the feet of one individual. 

C. K.: I am not in a position to say to 
what extent he will dominate the 
industry. I think his powers are not 
sufficiently clearly defined at the present. 
moment. 

(To be concluded.) 


BUILDINGS 


LORD REITH ON FUNCTIONS OF NEW MINISTRY. 


In the House of Lords, Lorp Rerrn, in 
reply to Lorp Appison, gave further 
details of the duties and functions of the 
new Ministry of Works and Buildings. In 
the course of the debate, Lorp EsHER ex- 
pressed the hope that Lord Reith was in 
close touch with the expert opinion of the 
R.I.B.A. and the Royai Academy Plan- 
ning Committee, of which Sir Edwin 
Lutyens was Chairman. He (Lord Esher) 
could not help being alarmed. at the pros- 
pect of any form of bureaucratic art. The 
State was not to be trusted in these 
matters, and an expert eye must be kept 
on its activities. The Minister had un- 
limited power and money, and he (Lord 
Esher) hoped that Lord Reith would take 
advantage of it by removing from his 
path the obstruction which had always 
prevented progress. 

THE MINISTER OF WORKS AND BUILDINGS 
described the functions of his Ministry 
under five heads: (1) The work for which 
the Office of Works was formerly respon- 
sible; (2) the war-time additions to the 
Office of Works; (3) the further additions 
to the Office of Works on the advent of 
the Ministry; (4) responsibilities accruing 
from the control of materials; and (5) the 
future—post-war planning. 

He said that by a civil department was 
meant any department which was not a 
Service Department, and he understood 
that the Ministry of Aircraft Production 
was not regarded as a civil department. 
Referring to the expansion of existing 
responsibilities and new office accommo- 
dation, he said that the staff to be pro- 
vided for, excluding the Post Office, was 
215,000, as against a pre-war figure of 
about 120,000. 

As for new work, there were ordnance 
factories designed and erected for the 
Ministry of Supply.. Apart from those 
there were all sorts of things. for the 
Ministry of Food, like refrigerators and 
stores; hospitals for the Ministries of 
Health and Pensions, totalling about 
£50,000,000 under that head. 


Determination of Priority. 

Thirdly, there was work which might or 
might not be transferred. There would be 
no duplication. The Ministry intended 
to discuss with the Service Departments 
and the Ministry of Aircraft Production 
their programmes to ascertain what ser- 
vices, works, and buildings they con- 
sidered to be highly specialised—in other 
words, what should be transferred and 
what should be retained. He was respon- 
sible for the Works and Buildings Priority 


Committee on which all departments in- 
terested in any way with building were 
represented. As chairman he would 
determine the application of the Produc- 
tion Council’s decisions in respect of par- 
ticular buildings. He was seeking expert 
advice and would continue to seek it. 

As an aid to securing effective use of 
materials and labour the Ministry was. 
charged with the duty of examining build- 
ing designs and specifications and to 
institute research into the question of the 
adoption of substitutes. Further to con- 
serve the use of materials there was the 
system of private building control. All 
private building over £500 was subject to 
authorisation or licence. Authorisation 
could be issued by various Departments. 
and not only by the new Ministry.. Before 
the Ministry gavé licences it must be 
satisfied that the work contemplated was. 
essential and that the demand for labour 
and materials could be met without undue: 
interference with more important work. 
Post-War Development. 

‘He was well aware of the difficulties of 
dealing with other Departments and with, 
local authorities. No energy must be 
diverted from the resolute and urgent pro-- 
secution of the war, but that ought not 
to prevent their looking ahead. There 
were victories to be won after the war was 
won. We must make sure of the future: 
and we must do our .best to make sure: 
that that future was fair and good. 

There must be an eager and even 
anxious looking forward to the better 
Britain of our dreams which, in part, 
devoted men and women were beginning 
here and there to make come true. One 
must not overlook what had already been: 
done. The speed and complexity and 
materialism of life had confused and con- 
founded, and, in some cases, had failed 
the vision, the divine impatience, the 
high resolve no longer to tolerate the in- 
tolerable. That phrase, ‘‘no longer to 
tolerate the intolerable,” might be as good 
a text as any Minister who had anything 
to do with this subject would find. 

The need was dire and urgent. But let 
no one misunderstand or exaggerate his 
terms of reference. He had not been told’ 
to plan the reconstruction of the country 
or of London or any part of it, still less: 
to rebuild it. He had been charged to 
eonsult with others concerned and- to: 
report to the Cabinet the appropriate 
methods and machinery for dealing with 
the issues involved. He was working as 
quickly as he could, and he was proud to 
have been charged with this task. 
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VIEW FROM UNION STREET. 


CHEMISTS PREMISES ATF BATH. 
MR. PERCY J. BARTLETT, F.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECT. 
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VIEW FROM STAIRCASE TOWARDS ENTRANCE, 


DETAIL VIEW OF STAIRCASE. 
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THESE premises were completed in De- 
cember, 1939, to rehouse the chemist’s 
business of Messrs. Boots. The architec- 
ture of Bath is, as is well known, a matter 
of vital importance to Bathonians in par- 
ticular and to the world in general, and 
therefore the problem of the new building 
was one of considerable interest to the city 
and not less to the ‘architect. The Bath 
Preservation Society was consulted when 
the elevations were in a preliminary stage. 

Situated at the junction of Union- 
street, Cheap-street and Union-passage, 
the building has three elevations, all 
executed in box ground stone supplied 
by the Bath and Portland Stone Firms, 
Ltd. The design is of simple Regency 
character, subject, of course, to modern 
trading requirements in regard to the 
shop fronts and entrances, which are 
bronze. The plinth is in grey Cornish 
granite. 

On the ground floor the accommodation 
is: the chemist’s, toilet and surgical de- 
partments, with dispensary and surgical 
fitting room, the fittings being carried out 
in light oak. A staircase formed in recon- 
structed stone, with stepped strings in the 
same material, gives access, supplemented 
by a passenger lift, to the first, floor, which 
accommodates the library, gift, stationery, 
books, and travelling goods sections. On 
the top floor are the staff and stock rooms. 


The basement is given over to the 
receiving and unpacking of goods, and 
stock rooms. ‘Part, of this floor has been 
strengthened and arranged as a staff air- 
raid shelter. 

When the old buildings, which had no 
particular merit, were demolished, a lead 
plate was unearthed, inscribed as follows: 

THos. BarLpwin, 
ARCHITECT. 
JosH, Cave, 

BUILDER. 
1806. 

Mr. Mowbray Green, F.R.I.B.A., an 
authority on Bath architecture, considers 
the architect was Thomas Baldwin, not 
Baildwin, and was pleased to accept the 
plate for the museum of the Bath literaz: 
institution. A Roman coin and several of 
the Georgian date, together with two Bath 
** tokens,’ were preserved. 

The contractors, who, owing to the out- 
break of war, were faced with unforeseen 
difficulty, completed the work in contract 
time, and were Messrs. F. J. Amery & 
Sons, Ltd., 21-22, Grove-street, Bath. The 
following sub-contractors were employed: 

Floors, Rapid Floor Construction Co., 
Ltd.; stone stairs, Empire Stone Co., 
Ltd.; steelwork, Banister, Walton & Co., 
Ltd.; asphalt, Val’ de Travers Asphalte 
Paving Co., Ltd.; “Adamant” Plaster, 
Beavon & Collett, Ltd.; lantern lights 
and window gearing, British Challenge 
Glazing Co., Ltd.; pavement lights, Hay- 
wards, Ltd.; paint, John Hall & Sons 
(Bristol and London), Ltd.; sprinklers, 
Atlas Sprinkler Co., Ltd.; heating, Arthur 
Scull & Son, Ltd.; electric passenger lift, 
Waygood-Otis, Ltd.; electric goods con- 
veyor, Herbert Morris, Ltd., Lough- 
borough. 

The shopfitting was carried out by the 
firm’s own shopfitting department, to the 
architect’s design. The electrical installa- 
tion was by Messrs. Boots’ own elec- 
tricians. 


CHEMIST’S PREMISES AT BATH. MR. PERCY J. BARTLETT, F.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECT. 























November 22 1940 BUILDER 


THE LIBRARY, 
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GENERAL VIEW OF SHOWROOM. 


CHEMIST’S PREMISES AT BATH. MR. PERCY J. BARTLETT, F.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECT. 
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FRONTAGES TOWARDS BOWLING GREEN. 


“THE WAGGON AND HORSES,” HANDFORTH, 
NEAR MANCHESTER. 


CAPTAIN T. S. S. WORTHINGTON, R.E., A.R.I.B.A. (THOMAS WORTHINGTON & SONS), ARCHITECT: 


+ 


THe “‘ Waggon and Horses” inr 
is at Handforth, on a bend of the 
main road from Manchester to 
London, about ten miles from 
Manchester. It is well set back 
from the road, and was built for 
Messrs. Greenall, Whitley & Co. 
The exterior of the building, ir 
brick and tile, is remarkable for a 
good deal of sensitive detailing, as 
will be apparent from the photo- 
graphs. The smoke-room, bar, tap- 
room and parlour are panelled in 
flush panelling of various hard- 
woods. 

The builders were Messrs. Isaac 
Massey & Sons, Ltd., Alderley Edge, 
and sub-contractors were :— 

F. M. & H. Nuttall, Ltd., White- 
field, Manchester, mason; Uttley 
Bros., Wilmslow; plumber; C. Hoy- 
land, Alderley Edge, plasterer; 
W. J. Griffiths, Ltd., Alderley Edge, 
painter; A.’ Clays, Tarporley, 
wrought-iron balcony; Birmingham 
Guild, Ltd... ironwork generally and 
sign; Brady & Co., Ltd., Manches- 
ter, roller shutters; F. W. Breakey, 
Manchester, grates; Bromsgrove 
“Guild, Ltd., lead rainwater heads; 
F.. Brown & Son, Ltd., Walkden, 
roof tiling; Conways, Ltd., Man- 
chester, tiling, and _ terrazzo; 
Etchells, Congdon & Muir, Lid., 
Manchester, “lifts; E. M. Evans & 
Son, Ltd., Manchester, electric 
lighting; John Faulkner & Sons, 
Ltd:, Manchester, lightning con- 
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ductors; Gaskell & Chambers 
(Lancs), Ltd., Liverpool, drainers 
and pumps; Granwood Flooring 
Co., Ltd., Derbyshire, skirtings; 
J. & E. Hall, Ltd., Dartford, 
refrigerating plant; Henry Hope & 
Sons, Ltd., Birmingham, steel win- 
dows; W. J. Harries, Ltd., Liver- 
polo, waterproofing; Hy-rib Sales, 
London, metal lathing; Korkoid 
Decorative Floors, Glasgow, floor- 
ing; Laidlaw & Thomson, Ltd., 
Manchester, door furniture ; Luxfer, 
Ltd., London, metal laylight; Her- 
bert Morris, Ltd., Loughborough, 
lifting gear; Matthews & Mumby, 
Ltd., Manchester, concrete floors; 
Morrison, Ingram & Co., Ltd., Man- 
chester, sanitary fittings; Naybro 
Stone, Ltd., Staffs, patent stone; 
J. & H. Patteson, Ltd., Manchester, 
marble; Saunders & Taylor, Ltd., 
Manchester, heating; J. Spring & 
Son, Ltd., Manchester, seating and 
panelling; and J. P. White & Sons, 
Ltd., Bedford, flush doors. 


CAPTAIN T. S. S. WORTHING- 

TON, RE. A.R.I.B.A. . (MESSRS. 

THOMAS WORTHINGTON & 
SONS), ARCHITECT. 
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MAIN FRONTS, FROM ROAD. 











‘““THE WAGGON AND HORSES,”’ 
HANDFORTH, NEAR MANCHESTER. 
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THE BYROM COMMUNAL 
RESTAURANT, LIVERPOOL. 


MR. L. H. KEAY, O.B.E., F.R.1.B.A., 
CITY ARCHITECT. 


MR. W. T. TWISS, L.R.I.B.A., 
ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT. 


On November 11, Lord Woolton, 
the Minister of Food, opened 
the first communal restaurant 
to be erected by the Liverpool 
Corporation in part of the ground 
floor of a large block of flats 
situated in Byrom-street. This ex- 
periment, which breaks new ground 
as_a municipal venture, will be 
watched, doubtless, with very great 
interest by all those likely to be 
faced with the problem of com- 
munal feeding in other parts of the 
country. It has been customary in 
the large groups of flats erected by 
the Liverpool Corporation to in- 
clude a variety of amenities for the 
greater convenience of their tenants. 
Children’s meals centres, boys’ 
and girls’ clubs, milk-distribution 
centres, libraries, clinics and shops 
are to be found in the various 
schemes. Communal restaurants 
are further examples, and may be 
a feature which will find a place in 
all future developménts. As Lord 
Woolton said, the restaurant would 
do more than bring cheap food to 
those who needed it; it would bring 
cheerfulness to the mind. 


The planning of the Byrom 
Restaurant has ‘been restricted by the 
necessity. of converting four lock-up 
shops, and whilst the best use has beerf 
made of the space available, it is not 
claimed to be ideal. The shop fronts 
have been replaced by 14-in. brick 
walls. The windows are of armoured 
glass fitted with ventilating shutters 
for use in black-out periods. With the 
four floors of flats above, the 

* restaurant offers reasonable protection 
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“ ONE OF THE BAYS. MURAL BY MR.. TOM MELLOR, A.R.I.B.A. 


against blast and splinters. The 
kitchen is fully equipped with both 
electrical and gas appliances. The 
restaurant will be run on the cafeteria 
system and will give a 24-hour service. 
The interior is attractively decorated. 
The walls and ceilings are cream and 
the dado and external wall of a pleasing 
shade of green. The dado margin, 
skirting, shutters and reveals to open- 
ings are of dark blue. The ‘‘ Korkoid”’ 
floor is in panels of mottled grey-blue 
with insets of dark blue and white. 
Table ard counter tops are of dull red 
linoleum, as is the floor at the entrance 
to the servery. The restaurant is 
heated electrically by means of panel 
heaters on the cross walls. 

One of the most. interesting features 
of the scheme is the mural decorative 
panels representing food production and 
marketing. These have been carried 
out by Mr. Tom Mellor, B.Arch., 
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A.R.LB.A., an assistant on the staft 
of the City Architect, and represent 
his first venture in this class of work. 

This Liverpool communal restaurant 
has been carried out, under the direc- 
tion of Mr. L. H. Keay, 0O.B.E., 
F.R.I.B.A., City Architect and Direc- 
tor of Housing, largely by direct 
labour. Mr. W. T. Twiss, L.R.I.B.A., 
was the architectural assistant respon- 
sible. Principal sub-contractors were : 
the Electric Supply Department, elec- 
tric cookers and other equipment, in- 
cluding panel heaters; the Liverpool 
Gas Co., cooking appliances; Bangham 
& Fleming, tiling; Heaton, Tabb & 
Co., Ltd., wall surfacing, internal 
decoration, shutters and _ curtains; 
Tysons (Contractors), Ltd., counters, 
screens and joinery, etc.; Waring & 
Gillow (1932), Ltd., tables and chairs ; 
and Korkoid Decorative Floors, 
flooring. 
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GENERAL VIEW. Below: LOOKING INTO KITCHEN. 





THE BYROM COMMUNAL RESTAURANT, LIVERPOOL. 
MR. L. H. KEAY, O.B.E., F.R.1.B.A., CITY ARCHITECT. 
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WAR DAMAGE TO BUILDINGS ° 


OF MERIT ~ 
NEED FOR RECORDS. 


Tue destruction of so many buildings 
of merit and the consequent need for 
accurate records of them was discussed by 
a Conference held at the R.1.B.A. on Mon- 
day afternoon, at which a sub-committee 
of four was appointed to draw up the 
details of a scheme for the compilation 
of full graphic, photographic and other 
records of buildings of merit, whatever 
their date, which have been damaged or 
are in great danger of damage by war- 
fare. When the scheme has been finally 
approved by the societies interested m 
the undertaking it will be submitted to 
Lord Reith, Minister of Works and Build- 
ings, who has promised in advance to 
give it the fullest and most sympathetic 
consideration. 

Mr. W. H. ANsELL, who presided, ex- 
plained that it was in no way intended that 
the scheme should interfere with the work 
of the voluntary societies, which had already 
achieved valuable results. It was certainly 
hoped, however, that all records that had 
already been made would be more readily 
accessible, and that knowledge of them would 
be placed in a central register. Further, it 
‘was desired to record war damage throughout 
the country, and, more important, to record 
buildings before they were bombed or injured. 
The word ‘‘building’’ would be given its 
widest possible interpretation and would 
include bridges and other structures. ; 

It would be necessary to have financial 
assistance from the Government or a trust, 
as the funds of the voluntary societies were 
already overburdened. The authority of a 
Government Department would also be essen- 
tial so that buildings could be photographed 
from the dramatic, architectural and technical 
points of view. : 

Srr KenneTH Cxark, discussing the difficul- 
ties of getting an effective permit for photo- 
graphers, mentioned that, while the police and 
the military respected permits, the public did 
not. He suggested that highly placed officials 
in the Ministries of Home Security and 
Works and Buildings should be approached. 

Mr. Mortimer, President of the Royal 
Photographic Association, promised all the 
help of his organisation, which comprised over 
500 photographic clubs with a membership of 
over 30,000. 

Mr. J. E. M. Maccrecor suggested that 
records should be by photograph and kept in 
the form of spools. 

Mr. P. J. Watpram emphasised the value 
of ensuring that photographs should be of the 
same scale so that dimensions could be estab- 
lished. 

Mr. Joun SummeERson thought that the 
conference was setting out to do too much in 
attempting the recording of every building of 
merit; that was a work which should have 
been done over the past 50 years. He advised 
concentration upon those buildings of merit 
which, by virtue of their position, were in 
danger of being bombed. 

The sub-committee consists of Mr. W. H. 
Ansell, President of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects; Sir Kenneth Clark, Min- 
istry of Information—who first suggested the 
convening of the conference; Mr. Walter H. 
Godfrey, F.R.I.B.A., chairman of the Archi- 
tectural.Graphic Records Committee ; and Mr. 
J. E. M. Macgregor, F.R.I.B.A., acting secre- 
tary of the Society for the Protection of 
Ancient Buildings. 

Other organisations which were represented 
at the conference were the Royal Academy, 
the Architectural Association, the London 
County Council, the Ancient Monuments, De- 
partment of the Office of Works, the Georgian 
Grounv, C.P.R.E., the London Society, the 
British Records Association, the Central 
Council for the Care of Churches, the War- 
burg Institute, the Royal Photographic 


Societv, the London Survey Committee, and 
the Museums Association. 
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EMERGENCY INQUIRY BUREAU 


Questions from readers arising out of War-time 

difficulties and recent Emergency legislation 

will be answered by a special staff of contribu- 

tors. Questions, which should be addressed to 

the Editor, should be aecompanied by a stamped 
addressed envelope. 


Compensation Claims. 


Sm,—Your very useful article in THE 
Bumper for November 8 helps to clarify the 
situation regarding war damage, but there 
must be a great number of people who, like 
myself, would appreciate further information 
on this very important matter. 

Whilst entirely in agreement with you that 
a considerable degree of skill and building 
knowledge is required in the preparation of 
claims, and therefore qualified architects and 
surveyors. should be employed whenever 
possible, builders have had a great burden 
placed on them in a very trying period in 
requests for estimates for permanent repairs, 
such as estimates being used for the purpose 
of owners’ claims, with very little prospect 
for some time to come of the work being car- 
ried out owing to labour and materials diffi- 
culties and the probability in a number of 
cases of the work never being carried out 
at all. 

Further, a builder is not likely to give an 
estimate based on pre-war prices, but more 
reasonably to qualify his estimate that it 
would be subject to advances should costs rise. 

Although one can understand that the 
Government had to set a time limit for claims 
with the proviso that an extension of time 
would be granted by the District. Valuer, it 
has been found to be physically impossible to 
complete all claims in time. 

In my own personal experience some yro- 
perties have been damaged two or three times 
whilst claims are in preparation or have been 
sent in. It should be made clear to the 
Valuer to what date the claim refers and 
supplementary claim following. 

You say the fees of an architect nego- 
tiating a claim are not included in the claim 
unless it has been necessary to prepare plans 
and specification; but surely a surveyor or 
builder ought to be entitled to charge a fee 
if he has surveyed and prepared a specifica- 
tion and estimate, and the owner should in 
turn be allowed to add this to his claim. 

It was a good idea of yours to include in 
your journal the 1939 prices of building mate- 
rials, but I suggest that measured prices such 
as you used to publish would be more useful, 
notwithstanding my previous remark regard- 
ing estimates at current prices. ESTIMATOR. 


With regard to the question of the difficulty 
of filing a claim within the prescribed period, 
it may be pointed out that a claim put in as, 
for example, ‘‘ not exceeding £500’’ woald 
be sufficient to register a claim, even though 
the detailed figures were prepared -subse- 
quently, possibly at a much lower figure. In 
any case, the valuers are not treating the 
matter of extended time in any arbitrary 
manner. We agree as to the equity of allow- 
ing a specialist’s fee in preparing a claim, as a 
legitimate part of the claim, but the fact 
remains that the District Valuers are not 
always agreeing to this. 

It is also a known fact that the public is 
unfairly making use of ‘‘ free estimates ’’ for 
the purpose of estimating a claim, and more 
often than not with no intention of carrying 
out all or even most of the work. Builders 
are in a much happier position when there is 
a professional man ‘handling the matter, and 
they would do well to protect themselves by 
urging such an appointment upon those mem- 
bers of the public who come to them. Unfor- 
tunately there is a type of builder who fears 
trouble for himself if there is anyone inter- 
posed between the direct dealings of himself 
and his customer; and the rough justice 
which comes to him in the unfairness referred 
to reacts, unfortunately, upon builders gener- 
ally, most-of whom far prefer to be harfdled 
see ngg who understands the difficulties of the 
trade. ’ 
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IMPROPER USE OF TITLE 
“ ARCHITECT ”’ 


FIRST PROSECUTION UNDER ARCHITECTS 
REGISTRATION ACT. 

At Waltham Abbey Police Court on Tues- 
day, November 12, Arthur Gilbert, auctioneer 
and surveyor, of Highbridge-street, Waltham 
Abbey, pleaded guilty to carryifg on business 
under the name, style and title of architect 
when he was not a registered architect. 

Mr. G. R. F. Morris, prosecuting on behalf 
of the Council, said the offence was committed 
under the Architects Registration Act of 1938. 
Having regard to the fact that this was the 
first case of its kind ever to be brought 
before a Court, the Council wished the matter 
to be made as widely known as possible in 
order that others who might have unwittirgly 
committed a similar. offence should have the 
facts in their possesion. 

A section of the Act stated that a person 
could not practise or carry on business under 
the name, style and title of architect unless 
he was a person registered under the principal 
Act of 1931. There were, however, certain 
provisos, as, for instarfce, when a person 
engaged in private practice employed another 
man to manage the architectural department 
of his work he was relieved from any penalty. 

In this case, Mr. Gilbert, who carried on 
business as an auctioneer and surveyor, had 
no such person employed in his office. De- 
feridant was written to on September 2, ask- 
ing if he had any member of his staff so regis- 
tered, but no revly was received to that letter. 
Search was made of the register, but no 
person of the name of ‘Gilbert, Waltham 
Abbey, could be traced, and the Council 
decided to take action. 

‘“‘ The maximum penalty in this case is a 

fine of £50,’’ continued Mr. Morris, ‘ but 
although the Council do not press for the 
maximum penalty they ask that, in order that 
the seriousness of the matter should be em- 
phasised, an adequate penalty should be 
imposed. For an auctioneer, surveyor and 
estate agent to describe himself as an archi- 
tect is like a herbalist or undertaker describing 
himself as a doctor. In fact, the func- 
tions of an architect. are as different from 
those of a surveyor and auctioneer as are 
those of a doctor from the other professions. 
_ “© This Courfcil is in part under the control 
of the Lord Chancellor, who has the right to 
nominate certain members, and in this respect 
it is the child of the Government. I do not 
want to give the impression that the Council 
is ‘ hounding’ Mr. Gilbert; it is unfortunate 
that he should be the first person to be 
prosecuted, but the Council is arxious that 
the matter should be broadcast far and wide 
in order that those who have been unwittingly 
describing themselves as architects should 
refrain from doing so in,the future or should 
take steps to qualify as architects.”’ 

Evidence was given by Henry Wm. Hunt, 
accountant and deputy registrar of the Archi- 
tects Council of the United Kingdom. He 
said that as a result of a resolution passed by 
the General Purposes Committee of the Coun- 
cil he took certain steps under instructions 
with regard to defendant. He had searched 
the records, but had found no trace of 
defendant having been registered. 

Witness. also produced three copies of the 
local newspaver, in which in the first three 
weeks of August last an advertisement 
appeared. In this advertisement defendant, 
who traded under the title of Mark Gilbert 
and Sons, Highbridge-street. Waltham Abbey, 
described himself as an architect. 

Defendant, on oath, said that for 35 years 
his firm had employed a registered architect, 
a Mr. Howard Arthur Barnett, who, how- 
ever, retired at the beginning of the war. 
Deferfdant denied that he had ever received 
any letter from the Architects Registration 
Council. He had had the word ‘“‘ architect ”’ 
obliterated from his stationery and notepaper. 
but he forgot about the advertisement in the 
local newspaper. ‘He admitted he had taken 
no steps to ‘become registered with the 
Council. 

The Bench imposed a fine of £10 10s., with 
£5 5s. costs. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


[While we are glad to publish letters on professionat 
ind other matters of imterest to our readers, it must be 
understood that we do not necessarily endorse the 
remarks of correspondents, who will oblige us if they 
vill express their views as briefly as possible.] 


Reconstruction After the War. 


To tHE Eprtor or The Builder. 

Srr,—I see that my old friend Pirie has 
:eturned to the charge, and his letter in 
list week’s Builder almost passes the 
|ounds of prudence. However, we must 
(ake it in good part, and this exchange 

f ideas is always beneficial. It shows 
live interest, for the one thing we cannot 
bear is apathy, and there is no sign of it 
here. The more discussion there is the 
better. Let us fan the idea of post-war 
reconstruetion until it bursts into flame 
and sweeps all before it, but thought and 
design there must be, otherwise the 
material will be either misused or entirely 
wasted. 

[ deny that the architect wishes to im- 
pose his dictatorship on an _ unwilling 
public, but few will question that the ser- 
vices of architects have been sadly 
neglected in the past. This was referred 
to in a recent letter from the President of 
the R.I.B.A. to the Editor of The Times, 
when he wrote: ‘“‘ The tragedy of past 
years has too often been that the nation 
has trained its architects and then de- 
clined to use them.” 

We are far from a state of Utopia, but 
nevertheless have much to encourage us 
to persevere in the education of the public 
as to what architecture means, and its 
relative importance to the welfare of the 
nation. For instance, town-planning is 
now well past the experimental stage, and 
closely linked up with engineering and 
landscape design. Good examples may 
be seen at Welwyn and Letchworth in this 
country. Others exist abroad, notably in 
Germany and America. 

It is granted that the architect is some- 
times an idealist, but ‘‘ without vision the 
people perish.” It is well that this is 
so, for some of our towns and cities to-day 
represent a period of industrial bar- 
barism, due to lack of architectural 
guidance. Further, too many of our 
present-day buildings are built in the 
style of Queen Anne in front, but lapse 
into Mary Ann at the back, for the same 
reason. A building should be beautiful 
all round, like a piece of sculpture. 

Finally, it is quite within the bounds 
of practical politics to plan for future 
reconstruction now, and I firmly reassert 
that this is a task for the architect, and 
without his skill and intelligence little 
good can result. 

J. E. Rup, A.R.I.B.A. 

Weybourne, near Farnham, Surrey. 


Royal Air Force Pilots and Crews Fund. 
To THE Epitor or The Builder. 

Sir,—The Council of the Auctioneers’ 
and Estate Agents’ Institute are sure that 
your readers would like to give practical 
expression to the admiration and grati- 
tude which we all feel for the magnificent 
men of the Royal Air Force who, in the 
last few months, have been winning the 
battle over Britain. The Royal Air Force 
is the youngest of the three fighting ser- 
vices, and has not the same endowments 
as the older services have for helping 
those of its members who have suffered in 
their country’s cause. The Royal Air 


Force Benevolent Fund is doing magnifi- 
cent work, but its resources are inade- 
quate to meet all the claims made upon 
them, and the Council of that Fund have 
stated that they would be very glad to 
see a special fund raised for the exclusive 
benefit of those “ few ’ whom we all have 
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in mind, the pilots and crews of our air- 
craft. 

After consultation with the Air Council 
and the Council of the Royal Air Force 
Benevolent Fund, it has been decided that 
the most urgent need is to help these 
pilots and crews to re-establish themselves 
in civil life when their Air Force service 
comes to an end, and to help in educating 
the children of those who fall. It will 
probably be decided to use part of the 
monies to provide a hostel near an educa- 
tional centre in the provinces, where the 
children who need it can find a good home 


while receiving their education, and part 


to maintain the hostel or to give educa- 
tional grants to the children. The re- 
ma:nder would be used to help the officers 
and airmen themselves in getting re-estab- 
lished in civil life. 

The Royal Air Force Benevolent Fund 
will probably take over the hostel in due 
course, and the Institute will’ be actively 
associated with the administration of the 
hostel and the grants. Part of the cap‘tal 
as well as the interest on the monies 
raised will be used for grants, because 
the need will be greatest in the years 
immediately after the war, and the Coun- 
cil believe that it would be the wish of 
the subscribers that as much as possible 
of the fund should go to those who are 
now fighting for us and to their children. 

The Auctioneers’ and Estate Agents’ 
Institute is opening the appeal with a 
subscription of five hundred guineas. If 
your readers wish to show their gratitude 
to the Royal Air Force by supporting the 
appeal they can do so by sending a 
donation or by making a gift of real or 
personal property which can be sold by 
members of the Auctioneers’ and Estate 
Agents’ Institute for the benefit of the 
appeal fund. The branches of the Insti- 
tute, which cover the whole of England 
and Wales and Northern Ireland, are 
organising gift auction sales for this 
purpose. 

Major-General the Rt. Hon. Lord Motti- 
stone has been good enough to consent to 
act as honorary treasurer. Subscriptions 
may be sent to the ‘“ R.A.F. Pilots and 
Crews Fund,” Knole, Sevenoaks, Kent, or 
to any branch of the National Provincial 
Bank, Ltd., for the credit of the fund, at 
their Lincoln’s Inn branch, Carey-street, 
W.C.2. Anyone who wishes to make a gift 
of real or personal property is earnestly 
requested to write immediately to the 
honorary treasurer or myself. 

J. F. Linney, 
President, Auctioneers’ and Estate 
Agents’ Institute. 
Knole, Sevenoaks, Kent. 


Co-operation. 
To tHe Epritor or The Builder. 

Sir,—During the past few days I—and 
doubtless many other architects—have 
received communications from two dif- 
ferent departments of the Ministry of 
Labour and National Service, as follows : 

(a) An instruction to present myself for 
medical examination with the view to 
being called up for military service; and 

(b) a questionnaire that is virtually an 
appeal, reminding me of the “ urgent 
need of qualified architects and building 
surveyors ”’ by authorities in the bombed 
areas. 

You may feel that comment is super- 
fluous and that this is merely another 
example of our bureaucratic method of 
“winning the war” and “it will all come 
right in the end,” but is there no “credit” 
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to be attached to our ruling professional 
body (the R.I.B.A.) for the fact that this 
state of affairs has come about? One 
might point out that—at least—surveyors 
appear to have had distinctly better fore- 
s:ght than “those trained (and with a 
gift) for planning ”’ ! 

By the way, will Mr. Myerscough- 
Walker please be “‘ tactless ’’ to the very 
limit of his power, and more power to his 


elbow ! 
CHARTERED ARCHITECT. 


OBITUARY 
Eric Gill, A.R.A. 


We regret to record the death of Mr. 
Eric Gill after an operation. Born at 
Brighton in 1882, the son of the Rev. A. T. 
Gill, he studied at Chichester Art School, 
and in 1897 entered the London office of 
W. D. Caroé, though he never practised 
as an independent architect. Encouraged - 
by Edward Johnston, who at the time was 
a teacher of lettering at the Central School 
of Arts and Crafts, he took up the craft of 
carved lettering, and for many years con- 
centrated on the production of monumen- 
tal inscriptions, heraldic shields, etce., 
though he had already experimented in 
low-relief carving and sculpture in the 
round. 

Having settled at Ditchling, Sussex, he 
worked at sculpture, lettering, and the 
making of woodcuts, for the printing of 
which last he _ established the St. 
Dominic’s Press. 

From being an agnostic and a Socialist 
he developed strong religious beliefs, and 
in 1913 was received into the Roman Com- 
munion, becoming a tertiary of the Order 
of St. Dominic. In 1913 he was commis- 
sioned to carve the Stations of the Cross 
for Westminster Cathedral, and these he 
carried out very successfully in low-reliefs 
in Hoptonwood stone. 

Gill was undoubtedly a fine artist, ex- 
celling as a sculptor, a graphic artist, and 
a designer of printing types. For the 
Golden Cockerell Press books he produced 
line engravings and woodcuts, and for 
Messrs. W. H. Smith & Son he designed 
the graceful lettering which is found on 
all their premises. His Gill Sans type 
fount, which incidentally is used for the 
headings, underlines, and elsewhere in 
our pages, had a great vogue on being 
taken up by the Monotype Company. He 
designed other beautiful types. One of 
his best-known lesser works is the badge 
which appears on the publications of the 
R.1.B.A. 

Much of his sculpture was in the flat, 
though he also worked in the round, his 
best-known work in London being on 
Underground House, Westminster, and 
Broadcasting House. 

A vigorous and controversial writer, 
Gill produced many works on art in rela- 
tion to ssthetics, economics, sociology, 
morals and religion, and was a fierce 
opponent of industrialism. An impres- 
sive, heavily bearded figure, he invariably 
appeared in public in a long robe and a 
biretta. He spoke from time to time at 
R.1.B.A. meetings which interested him, 
and always with energy and conviction. 
He was A.R.A.; R.D.I., A.R.B.S., hon. 
A.R.1.B.A., and hon. LL.D.(Edinburgh). 
There was a requiem mass at Pigotts 
yesterday (Thursday), and the funeral 
took place at Speen, Bucks. 


Selwyn Brinton, M.A. 
We regret to record the death, at the 
age of 80, of Mr. Selwyn Brinton, the 
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writer on art, at Southwick. Selwyn John 
Curwen Brinton was educated at Charter- 
house and Trinity, Cambridge, and was 
early attracted by art, especially Italian 
art, of which he made a profound study, 
some of the results of which are contained 
in his ‘“ Renaissance in Italian Art” 
(nine vols.), published between 1898 and 
1900. Other publications included volumes 
on ‘‘ Correggio”’; ‘‘ Bartolozzi and his 
pupils in England-”; “‘ English Carica- 
turists of the 18th Century”; ‘“ The 
English Stage. To-day’; ‘‘ Leonardo da 
Vinci ”’; ‘‘ Goya as Portrait Painter,” etc. 
He was a frequent contributor to The 
Builder, which he represented at the 
Rome and Turin Exhibitions in 1911 and 
at the Venice Exhibitions of 1912, 1914 and 
1924. 

Selwyn Brinton showed his practical 
interest in art by founding a Brinton 
award for sculpture at the British School 
at Rome, an institution with which he 
kept close contact. His knowledge of the 
arts was recognised by his appo:ntment 
to organise the British section at the 
Milan International Water Colour Exhibi- 
tions of 1923 and 1925. 

Brinton was called to the Bar (Inner 
Temple) in 1894, the previous year having 
taken his M.A. He was elected Fellow of 
the Royal Society of Arts in 1925 and an 
Honorary Member of the I.A.A.8. in 1934. 


THE PURCHASE TAX 


DAMAGED OR DEFECTIVE GOODS AND 
GOODS LOST IN TRANSIT. 

The Secretaries’ Office, the Customs Office, 
‘issue the following statement :— 

When goods are damaged or destroyed on 
the premises of a registered firm (not being a 
separate retail branch or department thereof) 
no liability to Purchase Tax will ordinarily 
arise on that account, if there has been no 
taxable sale or appropriation. The same 
applies where the damage or loss occurs while 
the goods are in transit to another registered 
firm which has bought them tax free as stock 
or materials, or to an export ship if they have 
been consigned abroad. 

Also, where a registered seller under the 
terms of his contract or guarantee allows a 
credit or free replacement in favour of an 
- independent person or firm (buying under a 
chargeable purchase) in respect of defective 
goods, or goods not up to standard or of 
goods damaged or lost in transit, a corre- 
sponding tax adjustment is allowable. No 
such adjustment is, however, permissible— 

(a) where such goods have been appro- 

priated by a registered wholesaler or 
manufacturer to a separate retail branch 
or department of his business, uriless 
credit or free replacement is allowed to 
the registered wholesaler by the firm 
from whom the goods were purchased ; 
(6) where the goods have been sold to an 
independent retailer, under terms which 
leave him responsible for the loss or 
damage ; or 

(c) where the goods are taken back after use 

merely in part payment for another 
article. 

No abatement of tax is allowable in respect 
of goods lost or damaged, after delivery by a 
registered firm, on the premises of a retailer 
or other unregistered persor, whether by 
enemy action or otherwise. 


FRESH DECISIONS ON THE TAX. 
Among others, the following decisions 
regarding the liability to tax of certain 
articles are published as supplementary to 
those already given in Notice No. 78 :— 
Crass 2 (Tissues AND Faprics, ETC.).— 
Chargeable—paper yarn fabric. Not charge- 
able—bituminous roofing felt material. Floor 
coverings.—This heading does not cover 
wooden, tiled or compositior floorings laid by 
a builder on the site. 
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A NEW CAPITAL CITY? 
By STEPHEN WILKINSON, A.F.C., F.R.1.B.A. 


WirH remarkable confidence and assur- 
ance that before very long this conflict of 
nations would be a thing of the past, the 
Government has made proposals for the 
rebuilding and general reconditioning of 
London. The wrecked and blasted por- 
tions of the city are to be restored to their 
former “ beauty and glory.” I may be 
wrong, but I rather suspect that the all- 
pervading practice of the erection of 
enormous blocks of flats will take the 
place of the former poorer class of dwell- 
ings, with the devastating result of mould- 
ing the populace into a machine-made, 
one-minded community such as exists in 
Germany under the Hitler régime. 


At this juncture I wish to put forward 
what has been for many years past my 
idea for an escape from the imevitable 
results of this ever overcrowding of the 
capital city, London. My proposal, which 
will, I expect, stagger our “ Town Plan- 
ning,’ “‘ Greater London” and ‘“‘ Green 
Belt ’’ experts, is nothing more nor less 
than a partial evacuation from London 
and the building of an entirely new 
capital in the centre of England. I made 
this proposal when seconding a vote of 
thanks to the late Sir Raymond Unwin at 
the conference of the Royal Sanitary Insti- 
tute at Southport in 1936, and, in spite of 
the chilly reception my proposal received, 
I have never deviated from the idea. 
Modern transport, and the enormous 
transformation of every kind of social and 
business amenity during the last 30 years, 
have made the task of reconditioning old 
cities to bring them into line with exist- 
ing conditions one of almost impossible 
conception, let alone execution. The 
expense is almost prohibitive, owing to 
the fact that the entire site of the old city 
is covered with millions of pounds worth 
of buildings and social services in the 
form of tubes, drains, ducts, which simply 
cannot be set aside or removed to allow 
for the necessary traffic or other amenities. 


I therefore suggest the evacuation of 
official and business London to a city to 
be erected on a site in the centre of Eng- 
land. Meridan, I believe, is the exact 
spot, and this is where I would commence 
to build. A ship canal of suitable depth 
and dimension would be cut from the 
Humber to the Severn, passing through 
the centre of the new capital. The archi- 
tectural and engineering possibilities—the 
erection of beautiful bridges, embank- 
ments, buildings, etc.—in such a scheme 
are enormous, and, entrusted to the best 
brains available in each profession, would 
result in an undertaking which would not 
only. rank as one of the world’s greatest 
achievements, but be an invaluable asset 
to Great Britain. The benefits accruing 
to the scheme would accumulate as years 
rolled on. Accessibility from all parts of 
England by road or rail would be one.of 
the first of these benefits, and there is also 
the fact that, being an inland city, it 
would in time of modern warfare be less 
vulnerable than a coastal town. 


In Australia, the erection of the new 
capital city of Canberra is beginning to 
justify the outlay, and New Delhi has also 
become an accomplished fact. Both of 
these gigantic undertakings are the out- 
come of capital and labour, and I fail to 
see why the task I have proposed cannot 
be proceeded with after the war, or why, 
as we are about to discuss the recondi- 
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tioning of our devastated properties, my 
proposals should not come up for general 
discussion. As to the cost, I am aware 
that millions of pounds would be ex- 
pended, which is what I would desire, as 
unemployment would be decreased, and in 
any circumstances the cost could not equa! 
or exceed eight to ten millions of pounds, 
the daily cost which the present inter- 
national lunacy is estimated at. 

The question will undoubtedly arise, 
“What is to become of London” ? To 
which I reply, “What became of York 
and Winchester ?” Both of these ancient 
capital cities are in existence and no 
worse off for the past evacuation to 
London. I am of opinion that the pro- 
posals are premature for the time being. 
We must concentrate all our efforts on 
winning the war. The future, once this is 
accomplished, will take care of itself, ana 
there will be a superabundance of talent 
available to carry out any scheme, no 
matter what the magnitude. 


INCREASE IN BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


N.J.C.B.1. INTERIM WAGE ADJUSTMENT. 


THe National Joint Council for the 
Building Industry has decided to increase 
the wage-rates of both craftsmen and 
labourers by one-halfpenny per hour on 
December 1, 1940. 


Following is the full text of the Council’s 
statement. :— 

Under the cost-of-living clause of the War- 
time Agreement of November 22, 1939, a 
general review of wages in the building in- 
dustry was made by the Council in Septem- 
ber, 1940. If the average monthly index 
figure for the immediately preceding twelve 
months had been 78 (or more) an increase of 
$d. (one half-penny) per hour ir basic wage- 
rates would have been due as from October 1, 
1940. The actual average was found to be 
77 11-12ths—i.e., one-twelfth of a point below 
the level which would have justified one- 
halfpertny increase. Accordingly, as already 
notified to all concerned, no alteration in 
wage-rates was made on October 1, 1940. 


A similar computation made in October for 
the twelve-monthly period immediately pre- 
ceding shows an average of 79 11-12ths—z.c., 
appreciably above the 78 point level. The 
last figure published shows that the cost-of- 
living level is now 89. 

There is no expectation of any fall in cos'- 
of-living figures in the period up to January, 
1941, when the next review will take place. 
In the absence of a substantial fall it is cer- 
tain that an increase of standard rates wou!d 
then in any event be found to be due. 

In these circumstances the National Emer- 
gency Committee of the National Joint. Coun-. 
cil, being vested with full powers by that 
Council, has decided that it is justified in 
making (and it hereby makes) an anticipatory 
adjustment as from December 1, 1940, of 34. 
(one halfpenny) per hour increase in standa’d 
rates (and also in the corresponding laboure:s’ 
rates). This adjustment is to be regarded as 
on account of (and to be merged in) any 
adjustment which is found to be due by tie 
Statutory Meeting of the Council in Januaiy, 
1941. The new rates in each grade as from 
December 1, 1940, will be as set out heve- 
under :— 

Lonvon District. 

Within the 12 miles radius: Craftsmen 
1s. 11d. ; labourers 1s. 53d. From 12-15 miles 
radius : Craftsmen 1s. 10}d. ; labourers 1s. 5.4. 


GrRrapDE CLASSIFICATIONS. 


Orafitsmen.—A, 1s. 94d; Al, 1s. 9d.; A2, 


1s. 84d. ; A3, 1s. 8d. ; B, 1s. 74d. ; Bl, 1s. 7:.; 
BE, is. 6d. ; B3, Is. 6d.; C, 1s. 54d. 

Labourers.—A, 1s. 43d; Al, 1s. 44d.; A2, 
1s. 4d. ;.A3, 1s. 35d. ; B, 18.34d.; Bl, 1s. 23d.; 
B2, 1s. 24d. ; B3, 1s. 2d.; C, 1s. 13d. 
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STEEL SHEET PRICES* 


THE prices of black and galvanised sheets 
given in the Second Schedule to the Control 
of Iron and Steel (No. 13) Order (page 475) 
are maximum delivered prices for lots of 
4 tons and over. The following table shows 
the controlled maximum delivered prices for 
ul quantities of sheets of basis quality and 
specification .until further notice :— 


Delivered England and Wales— 


4 tons and over— 
MN CUM. es koraci hota nencnseccoovanteoray uintetv skin Atikate 
CR. TOROINAG ~ PROC NG. icos sci. oascicecevivesciscaczisccces 
2 tons and under 4— 
MR MMII Satcher oats cles cercsds ction caiebuGndeaneodudcaeactesens 


WGC IG: CWE. COR GR, occccccics.cscecccccecdaccetesavccseces 


Under 5 ewt. to 1 ewt.— 
To building and metal trades ...................6 
PRs AYN) SMRMRINE. ac gince ss aha chnneae cadeuasyeuss us sdossciavpae 
Under 1 ewt.— 
To building and metal trades ................. 
Ne RUN MOM os ia spss ccd oles eaten cnecnids sndiodsinaane 


For Scotland the above prices apply, plus 
zonal extras, as follow: Zone 1, no extra; 
Zone 2, 2s. 6d. per ton; Zone 3, 5s.; Zone 4, 
7s. 6d.; Zone 5, 10s.; Zone 6, 15s.; Zone 7, 


* These prices supersede those for sheet given on 
page 518. 
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20s. For the Isle of Wight, 15s. extra per 
ton is payable on the prices in the above 
table. 

For Northern Ireland prices are f.o.q. main 
ports, and are as follow for lots of 4 tons 
and over, with 7s. 6d. extra for lots of under 
4 tons to 2 tons: Galvanised corrugated 
sheets, £26 2s. 6d.; galvanised flat sheets, 
£26 12s. 6d.; black flat sheets, £22 15s. 
Prices may be increased by the amount of 


Galv. Galv. Black 
corrd. flat flat 
Per ton. Per ton Per ton. 
£ 6. d. 6. a, £ s.d. 
ae 2 muy yy Eee 2215 0 
Fi BO. - eee SG. 2 G .. cesses 24 5 0 
26 3 OQ __..auss Sey OG sstvse 3. 26 
VS: I eee ae , SR: eee 2412 6 
a ae) a ye ee 25 7 6 
Sat G sakes ey a ee ee 2610 O 
Cwt. Cwt. Owt. 
£ a & £ a. d. £ 2°24: 
Lae A” D2 Sat wees 130 5 
pe a ee Dat. as Maer epee 113 9 
Sheet. Ib. Tb. 
ae Serene ae ees 5d. 
GH Be. se-% Wes! Se 6d. 


freight and insurance payable in excess of 
rates prevailing immediately prior to Novem- 
ber 1, 1939. 

Prices of seconds and defectives must not 
exceed the maximum price of the correspond- 
ing specification and quantity of prime sheets. 


A.R.P. SCHEMES 


_ LONDON. 

ISLINGTON.—B.C. accepted estimate of 
Grenville Joinery Co., Hornsey-rd., N.19, for 
providing seating in shelters at Council 
housing estates, at £126 5s. 

LONDON.—L.C.C. approved provision of 
bunks in shelters at Council’s housing 
estates, at £40,000.—Council recommended 
£250,000 for shelter accommodation at 
premises used or earmarked for use as rest 
centres. 

ROMFORD.—T.C. received C.C. sanction 
to five 50-person shelters. 

WOOLWICH.—B.C. placed contracts for 
shelters as follows: Halse and Son, Ltd., 
£2,510 15s.; Thomas and Edge, £6,414 4s.; 
Campbell and McGill, £1,508; W. E. Wright 
(Eltham), Ltd., £2,367 4s.; W. Harris, Ltd., 
£1,706 15s.—Roofs of certain shelters to be 
strengthened, at £156.—84 domestic surface 
shelters to be provided, at £1,734.—Council 
approved: Replacing sandbags at Shrews- 
bury House with concrete blocks by B.E., 
at £729 8s. 9d.; domestic group shelter, 
Plumstead Common; sandbag walling at 
Cudor Barn, at £122; seating and lighting in 
communal shelters, at £258 9s. 6d., and 
replacing defective sandbags at first-aid 
posts by concrete blocks by E., at 
£888 17s. 6d.—Sanitary accommodation to be 
improved at a shelter by B.E., at £125.— 
Heating installation to be provided in 
shelters, at £1,850.—Recreation accommoda- 
tion being made at a depot, at £150.— 
£365 7s. approved for additional shelters at 
Woolwich.—Temporary shelters being pro- 
vided at premises of Co-operative Society, at 
£161 9s—Sandbags at health centre being 
replaced by concrete blocks, at £164 7s.— 
Contracts for bunks placed with Thomas 
ind Edge, Ltd., and Halse and Sons, Ltd.— 
8.E. to proceed with erection of bunks in 
Anderson shelters in borough, at £30,000.— 
Shelter to be constructed at destructor by 
B.E., at £105.—B.E. to provide improved 
sanitary accommodation in public basement 
shelters, at £821. 


PROVINCIAL. 

ASHINGTON.—S. to U.D.C. prepared 
plans for domestic communal shelters at 
Hirst to accommodate 3,072 people, at 
£6,711. 

ATHERTON.—U.D.C. to erect additional 
Anderson steel shelters. 
_AUDENSHAW.—U.D.C. to instal electric 
‘ight and heating in shelters. 

BOSTON.—Holland (Lines) C.C. to erect 
public shelters in playing-fields. Plans by 
W. M. Smith, County Architect, Boston. 

CONSETT.—U.D.C. to erect mortuary and 
convert premises into ambulance transport 
depot. Plans by T. P. Leath, 8. 

DERBYSHIRE.—C.C. approved £1,360 for 
A.R.P. work at police stations and lock-ups. 


—E.C. to provide shelters at all schools in 
various urban and rural areas, for 21,430 
children. , 

DONCASTER.—T.C. received sanction to 
borrow £19,350 for sheiters. Plans by F. 0. 
Kirby, B.E. and S., 2, Priory-pl. 

DRONFIELD. — U.D.C. propose domestic 
shelters, at £1,000. Plans by C. Walton, S&S. 

DURHAM.—Following tenders accepted 
by C.C. for A.R.P. work: Shelter at Bisho 
Auckland, G. Stephenson, Bishop Auckland, 
£168; strengthening of wards at isolation 
hospital, R. G. Finlay, Sunderland, £128; 
strengthening of basement at convalescent 
home, H. Ayton and Sons, Blackhill, £125; 
alterations at Hardwick Hall, Sedgefield, 
Bell and Ridley, Durham, £148; cleansing 
station, Bell and Ridley, Durham, £580.— 
M.H. and Treasury consented to borrowing 
of £14,272 by C.C. for public shelters. 

ELLESMERE. — U.D.C. propose basement 
public shelters for 422 persons. Plans by 
W. H. Davis, S. 

ESSEX.—C.C. recommend following: 4 
concrete shelters for use as wardens’ posts 
at Rochford, at £248; laundry at Ilford for 
decontamination of clothing, at £1,230: 
laundry at Walthamstow, at £958 19s.; 4 
decontamination laundries elsewhere, at 
£675 18s.; first-aid post at Mistley, at 
£471 1ls.; alterations at report centre, at 
£155; alterations at Clark’s-rd. depot, at 
£460; replacement of sandbagging by con- 
crete blast walls at 2 first-aid posts, at 
£930; surface shelter at Colchester, at 
£950, and trench shelters, at £450; public 
surface shelter for 50 persons, Benfleet, at 











New Published — Sixth Edition 


Revised throughout and greatly enlarged, 
superseding all previous issues. 


HOW TO ESTIMATE 


FOR EVERY OLASS OF 
BUILDING WORK 


By J. T. REA. 
Containing 730 pages with over 600 
illustratio 


ns. 
Large 8vo. Cloth gilt. Price 16/—- net. 
(By post 16/9). 

The 6th edition of this unique work repre- 
sents, in fact quitea new undertaking brought 
up-to-date in —7 way, including a large 
amount of original memoranda, complete 
revision of prices, examples of analysis, and 
fresh details of costing, involving many 
thousands of figures, hundreds of calcula- 
tions, and immense labour and research. 
Being self-contained, it avoids the weary 
hunt in other books for the vital, detailed 
knowledge whichis usually hard, if not often 
impossibjJe to find. 
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15, North Audiey Street, London, W.1. 
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£160 5s.; £570 for public shelter for 950 
persons, Romford; 3 50-person trench 
shelters, near Loughton Station, at £359, and 
electric lighting in 14 shelters, at £735, also 
2 50-person surface shelters; surface shelters 
for 200 persons at Chingford; conversion of 
empty shops to form public shelters at 
Chingford; surface shelters for 100 persons 
near Dagenham, at £3 12s. per head; 5 
shelters in shopping area at Ilford, at £340 
each, and public surface shelter for 100 
persons, at £340; erection of domestic 
shelters and waterproofing of Anderson 
shelters at Chingford, Barking, Leyton, 
Chigwell and Waltham Cross; communal 
shelters at Brentwood; 156 individual surface 
shelters, at £18 each and 1 communal shelter 
at £90, at Dagenham; waterproofing of 1,000 
additional shelters at Hornchurch; water 


proofing of additional 1,000 shelters, at 
Thurrock; 14 domestic surface shelters, 
at £310 5s., at Walthamstow; water- 


proofing of additional 300 Anderson shelters 
at Benfleet, at £3 10s. each; 7 communal 
shelters, at £480, at Epping; 3 communal 
shelters, at £268, at Rochford; 10 communal 
shelters for 120 persons, at £238 5s., at Brent- 
wood; 32 communal shelters for 494 persons, 
at £1,023 5s., at Halstead; 4 48-person 
shelters, at £110 per shelter, at Burnham- 
on-Crouch; protection for 3,944 persons, at 
£6,461, at Saffron Walden; shelters for 
persons at hospital, at £1,520; provision of 
shelters for patients and staff at hospital, 
at £709 5s.; shelters for patients and staff at 
hospital, at £576 12s.; shelters at hospital, 
at £688; and acceptance of tender of R. G. 
Garner, of Romford, at £789, for water- 
proofing roofs, walls and floors of shelter 
trenches at a county hospital. 

FELLING-ON-TYNE.—Direct labour to be 
employed, at £1,320, for 10 shelters at two 
schools for E.C.—Public shelters in two 
streets for U.D.C. sanctioned by County 
A.R.P. Controller, at £310. 

HEBBURN-ON-TYNE. — D. Glen, Back 
Queen’s-rd, Jarrow, obtained contract for 14 
communal shelters. 

KENT.—C.C. recommended £260 on pro- 
tection of certain rooms on ground floor of 
County Hall; £300 for reserve of timber and 
other materials required in connection with 
air raid precautions rescue work in Group 
No. 8 (Kent), London Region, and £103 5s. 
upon renewal of protective work at head- 
quarters of Group No. 8; £3,315 for provision 
of sleeping accommodation at a sanatorium, 
and 3 decontamination units, at £643. 

LEICESTER. — E.C. to erect five public 
shelters at playing-fields and three at 
clinics, at £11,742, and replace sandbags by 
concrete block walls to schools, at £6,000. 
Plans by A. T. Gooseman, City E. 

LOUGHBOROUGH. — For strengthening 
ground floor windows of schools for A.R.P. 
the E.C. placed contract with William 
Davis and Co., Ltd., 15, Devonshire-sq., at 
£807 10s. 

MARKET DRAYTON.—U.D.C. to erect two 
public shelters each for 150 at Town’s Centre 
and one for 100 near the ‘ King’s Head” 
hotel, Little Drayton. Plans by J. 8. Bailey, 

MIDDLESBROUGH .—E.C. 
lowing firms for supplementary school 
shelters:—Hudson Bros., seven schools, 
£3,265; W. F. Richardson, Marton, Mlddles- 
brough, four schools, £1,127; W. E. Price, 
Middlesbrough, four schools, £2,890; 
Stephen Coates, Ltd., Langbaurgh-pl., North 
Ormesby, Middlesbrough, four schools, 
£4,303. 

MORECAMBE AND HEYSHAM.—T-C. to 
erect 94 public shelters, at £9,964. Plans by 
R. B. Savage, B.S 

NEWCASTLE.—City Council approved re- 
commendations for communal feeding 
centres to cost £2,350, and also for bomb- 
proof shelters. Plans by Percy Parr, City E. 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. — City Council 
received M.H. consent to borrow £11,666 for 
further school shelters. 

NORTHUMBERLAND. — C.C._ received 
consent to build further domestic shelters, 
at £21,440, and communal shelters, at 
£14,372, in eight -districts—For electric 
lighting of public shelters in Berwick area 
for C.C. contract placed with A. R. Hudson, 
Morpeth, at £295.—C.C. to carry out A.R.P. 
work at another 26 schools, at £5,480.— 
Council to carry out alterations at a report 
and control centre, at £213. 

SALFORD. — T.C. to erect public shelters 
at seven sites. Plans by W. A. Walker, B.E. 


accepted  fol- 











514 


SETTLE.—R.D.C. to erect public shelters. 
Plans by F. Foxwell, 8. 

SILSDEN.—U.D.C. to erect public shelters 
at three sites and basement shelters at Co- 
operative Society’s premises and at W. 
Sugden and Sons’ premises. Plans by J. R. 
Wade, S.—West Riding E.C. to erect 
shelters at schools. 

SKIPTON. — R.D.C. to erect four public 
shelters for 50 persons each. Plans by A. 
Rodwell, 5S. 

STOKE-ON-TRENT.—T.C. to erect domes- 
tic shelters at Lime-st. and Oak Hill areas. 

STRETFORD.—T.C. placed contract with 
W. H. and N. Bethell, Ltd., for shelters at a 
school.—Council approved £6,447 for light- 
ing and heating public shelters. 

SWINTON AND PENDLEBURY.—T.C. to 
erect communal shelters on 22 additional 
sites. Plans by A. Cordwell, B.S. 

TRAWDEN. — U.D.C. to. erect communal 
domestic shelters. 

WALLSEND.—T.C. to build shelters for 
residents of Portugal-pl. 

WARRINGTON.—T.C. to erect public com- 
munal shelters on allotments. Plans by 
J. Y. Hughes, B.S. 

WEDNESBURY.—T.C. to waterproof 250 
shelters, at £1,000.—T.C. propose domestic 
communai shelters. Plans by A. Booth, B.E. 

WHITBY.—U.D.C. submitted to Regional 
Commissioner for approval plans by Elec- 
trical Engineer for heating of public 
shelters. 

WORKINGTON. — Contracts placed by 
T.C. for shelters with Lovell Bros., 35, 
Chureh-st., Harrington, for five, and R. W. 
Copeland, 25, Guard-st., and W. A. Walker, 
Napier-st., for six each in lieu of tender 
withdrawn. Remainder of contractors of 
Workington. 

WORKSOP.—B.E. to prepare news plans 
for 17 public shelters. 


SCOTLAND. 
ANGUS.—C.C. to erect shelters for schools 
at £6,500. Plans by J. MacGregor, County 
Architect, Forfar. 


AYR.—Corporation accepted tender of 
£717 from D. and J. Milligan, Ayr, for 
decontamination station. Plans by C. 


O’Brien, Architect, Municipal-bldgs. 

EAST LOTHIAN.—C.C. to erect from 
plans by J. H. Hardie, County Architect, 
Haddington, shelters, at £7,500. 

FIFE.—Shelters for various schools with 
seating and lighting are to be erected from 
plans by the County Architect, G. Sandi- 
lands, of Cupar, at £14,600. 

GLASGOW.—H.M. Scottish Architects’ 
Dept., Carlton House, Douglas-st., Blyths- 
wood-sq., prepared plans for shelters for 
the Govan Public Assistance Board Offices. 
—Plans prepared by J. MacNab, architect, 
Education Offices, Bath-st., Blythswood, 
Glasgow, for shelters at a public school.— 
T. Somers, Ayr, prepared plans for new 
public shelters. 

GREENOCK.—Plans prepared and tender 
of £1,995 accepted by Corporation for 
shelters. Pians by David Henderson, hous- 
ing architect, and contractors are J. and R. 
Kirk, Ltd., Greenock, who are also to erect 
shelters at Hole Farm.—D. McEwin and 
Co., Ltd., Greenock, to erect 10 shelters. 

HAWICK.—Corporation to erect shelters. 
Plans by T. Cuthbert, Burgh Architect. 

KIRKINTILLOCH.—Plans prepared by J. 
Coats, Burgh Architect, for shelters. 

PAISLEY.—Corporation to erect shelters 
at a hospital. F. Stuart, Corporation Offices, 
is the architect. 

ROTHESAY.—T.C. agreed to intimate to 
Regional Technical Officer that they propose 
to build 12 shelters. 

ROXBURGHSHIRE. — C.C. to’ erect 
shelters at Hawick from plans by their own 
architects. 


Exhibition of Coal-saving Devices. 

An exhibition of Coal-saving Devices, pro- 
moted by the British Coal Utilisation Research 
Association, was opened by Mr. George 
Hicks, M.P., at the Building Centre, New 
Bond-street, W.1, on Tuesday, November 5, 
when special attention’ was called to the 
Hales convector fire, for which the Ministry 
of Supply gave a special allocation of cast-iron 
to enable 10;000 convectors to be made. The 
fire is claimed to be economical in fuel con- 
sumption and to be suitable for use not only 
in houses but in air-raid shelters, the heating 
of which is a serious problem. 
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CURRENT AND PROPOSED 
BUILDING WORK* 


Blackpool.—Health Committee propose day 
nursery. Plans by J. Drake, B.S.—T.C. 
approved: extensions to works, Bee Bee 
Biscuits, Ltd. 

Carlisle.—War Office approved extensions to 
canteen at railway station for Citizens’ 
League (17, Norfolk-rd.). 

Coine.—T.C. propose fire station. Plans by 
T. H. Hartley, BS. 

Coventry.—T.C. applying for sanction to 
borrow £88,000 for roads and sewers and 
£85,180 for 862 houses.—N.F. Cachemaille- 
Day, (F.) Mimram Cottage, Queen Hoo-rd., 
Tewin, Welwyn, architect for extensiong to 
St. Francis’ Church Hall, 
Parochial Council. 

Essex. — C.C. recommend: Repairs, 
Bower Farm, Havering, £152; repairs, Tylers 
Hall Farm, Upminster, £121; repairs, Broad- 
fields Farm, Cranham, £193; approach roads 
to schools, at £297; invite tenders for repairs 
to farmhouse and farm premises at Kenning- 
tons Farms, at £270; same at Bower Farm, 
Havering, at £390; £2,513 1s. for new. build- 
ings and adaptation of existing buildings on 
small-holdings; and to invite tenders for 
repairs to Bretts Farm and farm buildings, 
at £231 12s., and extensions to kitchens, at 
Orsett Institution, at £129; repairs at Hill 
Farm, at £169 1ls.; and reconstruction of 
culverts at Totham Plains, at £400. 

Fernhill Heath.—Worcester C.C. to proceed 
with new road, at £8,000. Plans by B. C. 
Hammond C.S8., Worcester. 

Great Harwood.—Metropolitan Leather 
Co., Ltd., Bermondsey-st., London, §.E.1, 
have acquired miils for new works. 

Haslingden.—Guardians’ Committee pro- 
pose heating dining-hall at institution by 
electricity, at £170. 





*See also List of Contracts Open. 


** In these lists every care is taken to ensure 

that information given is accurate and up 
to date, but it may occasionally happen that, 
owing to building owners taking the responsibitity 
of commencing work before plans are finally 
approved by the local authorities, ‘‘ proposed ” 
works at the time of publication have been 
actually commenced. 
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Hemsworth.—West Riding C.C. to erect 
cleansing depot at County Institution. Plans 
by A. Booth (A), County Architect, Wakefield. 

Kent. — C.C. recommended additional 
expenditure of £7,500 in connection with 
development of a colony.—Council recom- 
mend also £323 1Us. in respect of additional 
works and equipment at a hospital. 

Lancashire.—E.C. received sanction to 
borrow £1,080 for renewal of electrical in- 
stallation at Darwen technical school.—E.C. 
propose improvements to hot water service 
at Lancaster Royal grammar school.—E.C. 
received sanction to borrow £8,172 for ren- 
dering incomplete buildings sound and 
weatherproof. 

Liverpoo!.—Plans submitted by Fr. James 
McCarthy for temporary church for new 
parish .of St. Christopher at Speke been 
passed by Housing Committee of City 
Council. 

Maidenhead.—T.C. approved: Warehouse, 
for St. Martin’s Preserving Co., Ltd. 

Manchester.—T.C. approved plans: Addi- 
tions to works, Ancoats, D. Moseley and 
Sons, Ltd.,. of Ardwick; canteen to works, 
United Steel Wire Works, Ltd.; rebuilding 
offices to works, English Steel Corporation, 
Ltd.; weighing-machine office, etc., Clayton 
Aniline Co., Ltd.—Committee of Y.W.C.A., 
12, Queen-st., acquired premises for new 
centre and residential club. © - 

Market Drayton.—U.D.C. to proceed with 
100 houses. Plans by J. G. Bailey, 8. 

Morecambe and Heyskam.—T.C. propose 
electricity showrooms. Plans by R. B. 
Savage, B.S. 

Northampton.—C.B. resolved that applica- 
tion be made to M.H. for consent to borrow- 
ing £10,000 in connection with extension of 
water mains.—Plans passed: Extension to 
stables, Northampton Co-operative Society, 
Ltd.; shed at factory for Manfield and Sons, 
Ltd.; additions to works, Express Lift Co., 
Ltd 


Northumberland.—E.C. to spend £320 and 
£220 on reinstating heating apparatus at 
schools. 

Oldham.—T.C. propose lay-out and fencing 
of land at £7,700. 

Preston.—T.C. propose interior decoration 
of 146 houses and flats at Inkerman-st. and 
Holme Slack ‘housing estates, at £2,065. 

St. Asaph,—Sessions approved plans by 
H. M. Cleaver for alterations at ‘‘ Railway 
Inn,” for Greenhall, Whitley and Co. 

Sheffield.—T.C. propose brick boundary 
wall at Abbeydale-rd. South, at. £1,340. 

Stretford.—T.C. approved enclosing of part 
of car park adjoining auxiliary fire station. 

Sunderland.—T. O. Gibbon, architect for 
a store for Dawson and Usher.—Alterations 
and improvements to be carried out at rail- 
way station by the L.N.E.R. Company. 
Plans by J. Miller, architect, L.N.E.R. Co., 
York.—Matkin and Hawkins, Barelays Bank- 
chambs., architects for conversion into flats 
of dwelling-houses, for C. Vaux and Co., 
Ltd.—W. and T. R. Milburn, 17, Fawcett-st., 
prepared plans for showrooms for Wilkin- 
son and Co., and also for alterations for 
Glaholm and Robson, Ltd. 

Urmston.—U.D.C. approved: Alterations 
to Nag’s Head Hotel, Barton-rd. and Davy- 
hulme-cirele for Groves and Whitnall, Ltd., 
Regent-rd. Brewery, Salford; office buildings 
to works for Trafford Park Steel Warehouses, 
Ltd., Cruickshank and Seward, architects, 
16, Princess-st., Manchester; lavatory block 
to works, for Ford Motor Co., Lid., of 
Dagenham. 

Warrington.—T.C. approved: canteen to 
works, Warrington Tube Co., Ltd.; altera- 
tions to Ritz Cinema, Barbould-st., Union 
Cinemas, Ltd._Board of Management of In- 
firmary to convert premises into convalescent 
home for 50 patients and staff, at £3,000. 

Wellington (Salop).—Catholic Authorities 
of Shrewsbury Diocese propose junior and 
infants’ school. 

Whitby.—U.D.C. to repair Council property 
at Gallows Close. 

Worcester.—C. of E. Diocesan Board to 
complete new mission church at Tolladine 
Estate. 

Workington.—T.C. approved plans: factory 
bakehouse, E. Jarman.—Thomas Firth and 
John Brown, Ltd., engineers, Atlas-wks., 
Sheffield, to lay 24 in. water main.—T.C. 
propose extensions to fire. station and 
auxiliary fire station. Plans by A. B. Cooper. 
B.S. Cost £1,250.—T.C. to erect electricity 
sub-station. 
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THE BUILDER 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open, but not included in this list, see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 


are advertised in this number. 


d r Certain conditions beyond those given in the following information are 
imposed in some cases, such as that advertisers do not bind themselves to accept the lowest or any tender, 


that a fair wages clause shall be observed, that no allowance will be made for tenders ; and that deposits 
are returned on receipt of a bona-fide tender, unless stated to the contrary. The dates at the head of 


paragraphs are those for the submission of ten iers ; 
the name and address at the end refer to the person from whom particulars may be obtained. 


a dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications ; 
Abbre- 


viations : (A.) for A.RI.B.A.; B. of E. for Board of Education; B.C. for Borough Council; B.E. for 


Borough Engineer; B.S. for Borough Surveyor; 


C. for Clerk; C.B. for County Borough; C.C.. for 


County Council; C.E. for County Engineer; C.S. for County Surveyor; D.S. for District Surveyor ; 


E. for E 


ngineer; E.C. for Education Committee ; (F.) for F.R.I.B.A.; (L.) for L.R.I.B.A.; M.W.B. for 


Metropolitan Water Board; M.H. for Ministry of Health; M.T. for Ministry of Transport; P.C. for 


Parish Council; R.D.C. for Rural District Council; S. for Surveyor 


Council ; and U.D.C. for Urban District Council. 


BUILDING. 


NOVEMBER 22. 


Dublin T.C.—455 four-roomed houses with 
estate office annexe, on Crumlin North 
housing area, section No. 1B. H. G. Simms, 
Housing Architect, 5, Wellington Quay. 
Dep. £5 5s. 

Wolverhampton C.B.—Domestic 
shelters. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 


NOVEMBER 23. 

Bridgnorth T.C.—Bungalow at pumping 
station. I. M. Nicholson, B.E. 

Tadcaster R.D.C.—Communal shelters in 
Austhorpe. E. and §. 

Wolverhampton C.B.—Hollow precast con- 
crete block walls for protection to window 
openings, together with traverse walls of 
similar construction at New Cross institution. 
B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 


NOVEMBER 25. 

Beeston and Stapleford U.D.C.—Concreting 
and waterproofing of Anderson steel shelters 
in Beeston, Chilwell, Bramcote and Staple- 
ford. C.:C. Hardy, S. Dep. £1 ls. 

Blyth T.C.—70 unit shelters. B.F. 

Bolton C.B.—Pumping station building at 
Lostock. ‘Waterworks E. Dep. £2 2s. 


NOVEMBER 26. 


Rickmansworth U.D.C.—Brick public sur- 
face shelter, adjoining Croxley Green L.M.S. 
Station. §&. 


surface 


NOVEMBER 27. 
Epsom and Ewell T.C.—Public surface 


shelters to accommodate approx. 3,000 

persons. Norman Auty, B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 
Stroud U.D.Cc. — Communal domestic 

shelters. F. Foster Langley, E. and § 


NOVEMBER 28. 


Monaghan Vocational E.C. — Technical 
school. W. H. Byrne and Son, architects, 
20, Suffolk-st., Dublin. Dep. £5. 

Stratford-on-Avon R.D.C.—Works at fire 
station, Henley-in-Arden. H. J. Weeks, S., 


11, Guild-st. 
NOVEMBER 29. 
Wrexham T.C.—Extensions to public 
abattoir. B.E., 1, Grosvenor-rd. 


DECEMBER 11. 

Belper U.D.C.—3 small brick buildings, 
concrete contact chambers and appurtenant 
pipe work and installation of special dosing 
apparatus in connection with chlorination 
of water supplies. G. and F. W. Hodson, 
consulting engineers, Bank-chambs., Lough- 
borough, or W. H. Wheeldon, 8. Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
HEATING, &c. 


NOVEMBER 23. 
Honiton T.C.—Repairs and painting, etc., 


at Cattle Market, Silver-st. J. W. Jones, 
B.E. and S. 
NOVEMBER 25. 
West Riding C.C.— Improvements at 


Carlton-in-Snaith school. Education Officer, 


County Hall, Wakefield. 
NOVEMBER 26. 
Clown R.D.C.—Repair of 58 houses at Hod- 
thorpe, Whitwell. W. J. Gallagher, S. 
NOVEMBER 27. 


Strood R.D.C.—External painting of 12 
council houses. W. J. Stimpson, L., Council 
Offices, Frindsbury Hill. 


DECEMBER 2. 
_ Hemsworth R.D.C.—Installation of heat- 
ing apparatus in connection with fire and 
ambulance 
patent doors. 


station at. Moorthorpe, and 


S. Price, E. and S. 


T.C. for Town Clerk and Town 


: NO DATE. 
West Lothian.—Painting 98 houses at Croft- 
Prem for Scottish Special Housing -Assn., 
a. 
Gardens, Edinburgh, 3 


MATERIALS. 
NOVEMBER 22. 


Antrim C.C.—Tar and other road surface 
dressing materials. C.S., Belfast. 


_ - -NOVEMBER 25. 

Northwich R.D.C.—Pipes and valves, etc., 
for joint ‘‘Minor” water scheme. J. Birt- 
wistle, E., Whitehall, Hartford, Northwich. 

DECEMBER 6. 

Tyrone C.C.—Timber, etc. 

gow, ©.S., Dungannon. 


DECEMBER 12. 

South Africa.—Electric light fittings for 
new G.P.O. at Bloemfontein, for Public 
Works Dept. Chairman, Union Tender and 
Supplies Board, P.O. Box 371, Pretoria, 
South Africa. (Ref. T. 22426/40.) 


ENGINEERING, IRON AND STEEL. 


NOVEMBER 22, 

Manchester 1.C.— Reinforced concrete 
water-cooling tower at generating station. 
H. C. Lamb, Chief Engineer and Manager, 
Electricity Dept. Dep. £1 1s. 

NOVEMBER 28. 

Greenock Harbour Trust.—Reconstruction 

of Princes Pier. Donald Smith, Harbour E. 


Dep. £3 3s. 
NOVEMBER 30. 

Marlow Water Company.—Covered service 
reservoir. Messrs. Roffe and _ Raffety, 
aoe, 42, Salisbury-av., Cheam. Dep. 

s. 


ROAD, SEWERAGE AND WATER 
WORKS. 


NOVEMBER 25. 
Northwich R.D.C.—Brick borehole pump- 
house at Delamere and laying of various 


FEDERATED 
EMPLOYERS’ 


Insurance Association Ltd. 
(non-tariff) 


B. G. L. Glase 











Head Office: 
8, King St., Manchester 


London Office: 
23, Lawrence Lane, Cheapside, London, E.C.2 


All 


Classes of Insurance 


Transacted 
(Except Life and Marine) 





The Leading Office for 
Contract 
Guarantee Bonds 








N: J. Campbell, Sec., 11, Drumsheugh - 
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mains, etc. J. Birtwistle, E., Whitehall, 
Hartford, Northwich. Dep. £2 2s. 

Nottinghamshire C.C.—New steam main to 
laundry at County Mental Hospital, Radcliffe- 
on-Trent. County Architect, Nottingham. 
Dep. £1 ls. 

NOVEMBER 238. 

Lunesdale R.D.C.—Laying of 3-in. and 4-in. 
asbestos cement water mains, construction 
of booster pumphouse, and other incidental 
works, in three parishes. A. R. Harlow, C., 
Council Offices, Hornby, near Lancaster. 
Dep. £1 1s. 


Public Appointments. 


NOVEMBER 25. 


* Camberwell B.C.—Temporary architec- 
tural and surveying assistants. B.E. and 8. 


NOVEMBER 27. 
*Gravesend T.C.—Temporary architectural 
assistant. H. H. Brown, T.C. 


B.S. SPECIFICATIONS 


OXY-ACETYLENE WELDING IN MILD 
STEEL. : 


The British Standards Institution has re- 
cently issued’ a revision of BS/695, Oxy- 
Acetylene Welding in Mild Steel. This 
revision was mainly undertaken in order to 
bring the requirements specified in this Stai- 
dard into line with the recently issued code 
of the London County Council in connection 
with the conditions for the granting of per- 
mission to use oxy-acetylene welding construc- 
tion in London. At the same time the ques- 
tion of tests on welds has been reconsidered, 
and provision is now made for more simple 
tests to be carried out which are considered 
to be sufficient to ensure sound welding. The 
requirements of this Standard do not apply 
to structures comprising tubular members, 
but a draft to cover these is now in course 
of preparation by the British Standards In- 
stitution, and it is hoped that it will be 
issued shortly. 


STEEL TUBES AND TUBULARS. 


xn 1938 the British Standards Institution 
published the B.S. 789 for Steel Tubes and 
Tubulars of gas, water and steam qualities. 
To meet. the urgent need for the utmost 
economy in the consumption of steel, a War 
Emergency British Standard superseding that 
issued in 1938 has now been prepared at the 
request of the Ministry of Supply and with 
the full co-operation of the manufacturers. 
It provides for the replacement of the three 
qualities of tube in the 1938 issue—namely, 
gas, water and steam qualities—by two quali- 
ties designated, respectively, ‘‘ light weight,”’ 
and ‘“ heavy weight.” 


DOMESTIC ELECTRICAL REFRIGERATORS. 


The British Standards Institution! has added 
to its list of Standards for domestic electrical 
apparatus by the publication recently of B.S. 
922, domestic electrical refrigerators. The 
Specification is the result of representations 
made two years ago by a group of engineers 
interested in the development of the domestic 
electrical refrigerator, and a representative 
Conference unanimously endorsed this request. 
The Standard is based largely on the House- 
hold Electric Refrigerator Standards prepared 
by the American National Electrical Manu- 
facturers’ Association, the National Test Code 
for Domestic Refrigerators issued by the 
Standards Association of Australia, and the 
provisions of the Canadian Electrical Code 
issued by the Canadian Engineering Standards 
Association. It comprises methods of com- 
putation of cabinet volume and food-storage 
surface area, certain constructional details, 
clauses covering the rating of the motor, 
requirements for the electric circuits, and a 
section on testing. 


Copies of these Standards can be obtairfed 
from the British Standards Institution, Pub- 
lications Department, 28, Victoria-street, 
London, 8.W.1, price 2s. each (2s. 3d. post 
free). 
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{Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors] 





Crafts- 
men. 


Lab- 


Crafts- 


Lab- 


Crafts- 





Aberavon . 
Aberdare. .......6+ 
Abergavenny 
Abingdon 
Accrington 
Aldeburgh 
Aldershot 


Altrincham 
Amble 


Ardingley 

Arundel 

Ascot 

Ashby- de-la-Zouch 
Ashford (Ken th 
Ashford (Mid esex) 


Banbury 

Barnsley 
Barnstaple 
Rarrow-in-Furness 


Tatley 
Peaconsfield 
Beccles 

Redford 
Berkhamsted 
Berwick 
Beverley 
Bexhill-on-Sea 
Bideford 
Biggleswade 
Billericay 
Birchington 
Birkenhead 
Birminghamt 
Bishop Auckland 
Bishops Stortford . . 
Blackburn 

Blackpool oe 
Blyth 

Bognor Regis 
Bolton 
Bournemouth 
Bracknell 
Pradford 
Bradford-on-Avon., . 
Braintree 
Brentwood 


Castleford’ .....2<0 
Caterham 


‘Chorley .... 
Cirencester 


Cleveleys 

















Clitheroe 
Cobham (Surrey) .. 
Colchester 


Cranbrook 
Cranleigh 
Crawley 
Crewe 


Crowborough 
Cuckfield 


Dovercourt 
Driffield 
Droitwich 
Dudley 
Dunstable . 
Durham City 
Eastbourne 

E. Glam. (Mon. aes 
East Grinstead . 
Edenbridge. 
Ely 

Epping 


Exmouth 
Fakenham 
Falmouth 
Fareham 
Faversham 
Felixstowe 
Filey 


Frinton-on-Sea ... 
Frome 
Gainsborough 
Gateshead 
Gillingham { Kent)... 
Glossop 

Gloucester 


Grimsby 


Guilsborough 
Halifax 


Harwich 
Haslemere * 


Haywards Heath . 
Hednesford 
Hemel nar 
Henley-on-T 
Hereford 
Herne Bay...eeee- 
Hertford 
Heysham 
Hitchin . eeeeeeeaee 
Hoddesdon ew ae 
Holt (Norfolk) .... 
Hokey..:.occcvceese 
Horsham, ..ccccees 
Horwich ...cccccss 
Huddersfield ...... 
Hull. eeeeeeeae eae eee 
Hunstanton ecevces 
Huntingdon eeeeee 
Tifracombe ....... 
Ingatestone 
Ipswich 


peeeee 








1/ 
1 








Isle of Thanet .... 
Isle of waar cle’ 
Keighley Gee 
Kenilworth. . cee 
Kettering 

Kidderminster’ .... 


Leighton Buzzard 
Letchworth 


Littlehampton .... 
Liverpool 
Llandudno....... 
Llanelly 
London— 
12m. radius .... 
12-15 m. radius 
Long Eaton 
Longton 
Loughborough 
Louth 


Macclesfield 
Maidenhead 
Maidstone 
Malvern .. 
Manchester 
Manningtree 


arga 
Market Harborough 
Matlock 
Melton Constable .. 
Melton Mowbray . 
Merthyr 
Middlesbrough .... 
Middleton ........ 
Middlewich 
Milford Haven .... 


Newark-on-Trent .. 
Newbury 
Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Newcastle-u.-Lyme 
New. Forest 
Newmarket 
mempet, Mon. .. 
se ort Pagnell .. 
Northampton .-.. 
Norwich 
Nottingham ...... 
Nuneaton ......-. 
Oakham . 
Oldham ,......e<- 
Ormskirk 
Oxford eeeeeeeeene 
Oxted... 
Paignton 
Peterborough 


Pontypridd 
Port Talbot 
Portsmouth ...... 
PRE ov ckscese's 
Pulborough 


Ramsgate ......++ 


eeeeesesee 


~resmuge 
ipon 
Rugby 

Saffron Walden .. 
St. Albans 2... cecee 
St. Helens ........ 
WS OG. «cesses 
Salisbury City Lit 
Salisbury Plain .. 
Sawbridgeworth 


e@eeeeesees 


1/9 
*1/10} 














Southport 
South Shields 


Stamford 

Stevenage 
Stockport 
Stockton-on-Tees .. 
Stoke-on-Trent .... 
Stourbridge 
Stourport 
Stowmarket 
Stratford-on-Avon 
Stroud 

Sunderland 

Sutton Coldfield 


Tenterden 


Thetford 
Thorpe Bay 
Todmorden 


Truro 

Tunbridge Wells . 
Uppingham 
Uttoxeter 
Wakefield 

Walsall 


Wellingborough 
Welwyn 

‘Welwyn Gar. City 
Wells (Norfolk) .... 
West Bromwich... 


Winchester 
Windermere 
Windsor bavsbeeiene 


Wokingham \. 
Wolverhampton ... 





* Painters 1d. less than other Craftsmen. 
§ J Plumbers, Brickley : 
= or Building 


¢ Plus 2d. per wor 
aa Pderhsse Aeisimiy po 
receive 2/- per week or 4d. per day Tool Money. 
Trade Wages in Scotland, see page 518. : 


¢ Plasterers 1/11}. 


bourers 1/43. 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS ° 


Note: Owing to the exceptional circumstances which prevail at the present time prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry. 

ze: The prices for soft woods are for cash on delivery, and are subject to adjustment when the increased price of £22 per standard 
for national released stocks is finally fixed. 

At present linseed oil and genuine spirits of turpentine can only be supplied in cans in small quantities. 


BRICKS, &c. 
Delivered to site, City and Central Area, 

Full Lorry Loads. £ d. 
Be a ee ee rer 418 0 
Second Hard Stocks . a 411 0 

Per 1,000. Delivered at “London “Goods Stations. 

King’s To sites 


Cross in W.C. 
28 in. Phorpres. Station District. 
A discount of 6d. 1,000 only per 1,000. per 1,000 
monthly account. s. d. s. d. 
Pree) ore od cake ac eee ccaecere ee ee eee 
BeBe noise ni 40 90 eh 0 48 50 66 meen 53 0 59 O 
Single Bulinose oii ete ounces, en - OG ane 
FURIIDR <5 «ce se 0d cx aeubiice. ¢¢ Sa:4s'ea'8 1 ©. 7e-8 
Whites .... Mee 
White Midhurst Facing | “Bricks” Gelivered A s. d. 
London site) . . 312 6 
Best blue Pressed Staffs. (London Stas. a). aca : 18 0 
Do. Bullnose (London Stns.) .......... 8 0 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stns.). . 7 15 u 


Best Stourbridge Fire Brick (London ‘Stns.): _ 

SUR cass oe OL. Le wicces sce Sie 
GLAZED BRICKS. (London Stns.) 

Best White Ivory D’ble Str’tch’rs.. 34 10 

and Salt Glazed D’ble Headers .. 31 10 

Stretcher. .....25 0 O Oneside & twoends 35 10 
Headers ........25 10 O Twosides&oneend 36 10 
Quoins, Bulinose Splays and 

and 4tin. Flats 3210 O Squints ...... 34 0 0 
Second Quality, £2 per 1,000 less than best. Cream 
and buff, £2 extra over white. Other colours. Hard 
Glaze, £5 10s. extra over white. 


cooocoo oe 


PARTITION SLABS. 
Delivered London Area. 
**PHORPRES ” HOLLOW PARTITION BLOCKS. 
2’ peryd.sup. .. 2 3 3” peryd.sup. .. 
24" ” »” ee » ee 
CLINKER CONCRETE. 
2” per yd.sup. .. 3° peryd.sup. .. 
=" ORANHAM TERRA Corts.” 
per ya. sup. .. 3 . >" aa laiaatatna es 
3 ” 


»” 


cob 


to % 


_ 


“% oa AS ea 
” HEMPSTEAD—KEYED Two SIDES. 
12 ese cuca ee i @ 2) 
1 £7 x2... 29 ce &  ¢ arde 
Per yard super d/d. Free on site, London. 


ow wo rn 
co NO *®O FO 


SAND. 

‘Thames Ballast....° 7 9 per yd. 
Ce ee ere 2 deliverel 
Pit Gets oc cc ucess Cee ee 2 miles 
‘Washed. Sand. .... 109 » » radius 

Zin. Shingle.... 8 0 » x | Paddington. 

#in. Broken Brick 12 0 , ,, 
Pan. Breese. sci cee: 8 SO Gs 


CEMENT. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specitivation 


delivered London Area. £s. d. 
4 ton loads and upwards site..... -Perton 2 " 6 
1 tor to 4 tons site .... Se oe eae 4s 
Alongside Vauxhall ip 80 ton lots . we ee © 
“‘ Ferrocrete ” Rapid Hardening Cement— 
4 ton loads and upwards site ................ 210 6 
1 ton to 4 tors site .. ewes baeclve se ec ee 
Alongside Vauxhall in 80 ton lots .... ee 6s 
Stored in Reserved Bins at works. 1/6 ‘per ton 
extra. 

** Aquacrete ’ Water Repellent, ‘‘ Blue Circle 26 

cement, 30/— per ton extra or ordinary “‘ Blue 

Circle ” prices. 
‘“‘Colorcrete ” Nos. 1 and 2. Coloured Rapid 

Hardening | Portland Cement . 314 6 


**Colorcrete ”’ not rapid hardening, according 
to colour, from £7 to £15 10s. per to 


Super Cement (Waterproof). . 
NoTE.—Paper bags will be ‘charged. at the rate of 5/- 
nett per ton. Jute sacks charged 1s, 9d. nett each and 
1/6 nett each allowed if returned to works within two 
weeks, in good condition. 

Carriage will be paid by makers on returned empty jute 


sacks. 

Nene Cement £7 5 . Keene’s Cement, White £6 . 0 

Parian Cement 6 10 Pink 6 0 

(ementone Colours for cement according to tints per a. 
from £2 16s. Od. 


PLASTER. 


£ s. d. 

Coarse, Pink .... 312 6 Sirapite, Coarse 

es White .. 0 0 » Finish... 411 0 

POE .cccccee S 2 0 

Above prices for 4-ton loads and over London Area. 

Best Ground Blue Grey Stone Lime 212 6 
Lias Lime .....2 17 6 Chalk Lime .... 212 6 

Granite Chippings 110 0 Hairpercwt. ..2 7 6 

NoTE.—Sacks are charged 1s. 9d. each, and credited 
ls. 6d., if returned in good condition within three 
months, carriage paid. 

Stourbridge Fireclay in sacks 37s. per ton at rly. dep. 


STONE. 
BaTH STONE.—Delivered in railway trucks a‘ 


Westbourne Park, er | G.W.B., or a 4 
South Lambeth, G.W.R., per eoscce. 212 
BrER STONE—RANDOM icon 
a an 283 
Delivered free on rail Nine Elms, 3 1h 
Selected approximate size one way, 14.” per 
extra, selected approximately 


cubic ft. ® 
three sizes or special wor! 
cubic ft. extra. 


3d. per 





PORTLAND STONE— 

Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20ft. s. 
average, delivered in railway trucks at 
Nine Elms, 8S. Rly., South Lambeth 
Station, G.W.R., and Westbourne Park, 
Paddington, G.W.R., per ft. cube........ 4 

Do. do. delivered on road waggons as above 
stations, per.ft. cube .... weescccsecsesee 

White basebed, 3d. per ft. cube extra. 

NotTr.—1d. per ft. cube extra for every ft. 
over 20 ft. average and 3d. beyond 30 ft. 

Hopton-Woop STONE— 

F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire, 
Random blocks from 10 ft. and over P.ft,cb. 14 

See CHK GRIND occ oc oc we se cd uclds ahaeciece.: Om 

HopTon-Woop STONE— 
Sawn three or four sides .............000+- 27 
YorK STONE, BLUE—Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London. 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to ey A gavest 


SO ie WUE 5 oc cveéccereens ft.super 5 
C in. rubbed two sides, ditto .... 6 
3in. sawn two sides slabs (ran- 

dom sizes) ....... a 2 

2 in. to 24 in. sawn “one side slabs 

(random sizes) (paving) ...... Pe 1 
1} tn. to Bins, Gite: 0. 2. os cc eee a 1 

Harp YorK— 

Delivered at any Goods Station, London. 
Scrappled random blocks. .. . per ft. cube 


6 

6 in. sawn two sides landings to — — 
40 ft. super) .............+.-perft.super 5 
6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto .... ‘s 6 

4 in. sawn two sides slabs (random 

SMEN <cacdases tans ese avout = 3 
3 in. ditto Gi8O  . csc ece 2 
2 in. self-faced random flags ......Per yd. super 8 


CAST STONE. 


Delivered in London are in full van loads, per ft. 


cube: Plain, 7s. 6d. Moulded, 8s. 6d. Sills, 10s. 0d. 


HARD WOOD. 
1 INCH AND UP THICK. 


Average price for prime quality. £ 8. 

Dry Austrian Wainscot, per ft. cube ...... 017 
Dry American and/or Japanese Hee agrd 

Oak, per ft. cube ... -10 0 13 
Dry American and/or Japanese plain Oak. 

per ft. cube ... 0 11 

me sq. edged Honduras “Mahogany, per “tt. oan 

9 


Dey log- cut Honduras’ “Mahogany, "per “ft. 
cube. . uiceckas 1S 6 10:60:16 
Dry Cuba Mahogany, ‘per EO Sasso ses 
Dry Teak, per ft. cube . .. 0. 0 ce cs cc cece 
Dry American Whitewood, per ft. cube .... 
Dry Australian Walnut, per ft. cube .... 
Dry Queensland Silky Oak, per ft. cube . 
Dry African Mahogany, per ft. cube ..... 
Dry African Whitewood, per ft. cube .... 
Dry English Wainscot Oak, per ft. cube ... 
Best Scotch Glue, per cwt. ..... eee eeeess 
Liquid Glue, per cwt. ............4 7 Oo 


SOFT WOOD. 


MERCHANTABLE BRITISH COLUMBIAN PINE. 


© 6. & ¢@ 


awooocoocoo 
_ 
i) 


Minimum. Maximum. 
3s. d& 


53 0 0 


£ ad. £ 
Scantlings in imported sizes 


2in. by 3in. to 4in. by llin. 43 10 0 


a. 


ao 


-®Oo WO 


ain 


Cnn ol 


o Oona 


oo 


cCooooeoseoaeooo 9 
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Having secured 
the Contract— 


What about the 
Steel Scaffolding! 


TUBULAR 


SCAFFOLDING 


For the lowest Prices 

apply to the Oldest 

Firm in The Scaffolding 
Trade. 


STEPHENS & CARTER LTD. 


The British Steel Scaffolding Co. 


731-761, HARROW RD., N.W.10. 


Telephone No. Ladbroxe 1191 (6 lines). 


































































PLANED BOARDS. 
PRIME CLEAR BRITISH COLUMBIAN Pina. 


Per standard. 

lin. by 11i og 2 
5 n. 

lin. by 9in. See ee ee Oe Oe 68 Oe OES Ce-oe 6 67 1) 0 

Per square. 

lin, plain ed 3 ‘¢ 

Plain wr Meee oak cnn ck scence 53 6 

i pryettaparagact aaengn pooeserty 66 6 

lin. toned and grooved ......... esses 53 0 

tin. di b ds bgt dee datas ds aeons 66 6 

MATCHING. Per square 

s. d. 

BM gon dincn toccsvas aac eee 37 6 

SMa ce ni bacamewen odds ad dnvaageieccee 55 0 


SLATES. 
First quality slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoo, 
carriage paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. 
Per 1,000 actual. 


s. d. fa 4 
St by i2 .... 2 18°6 18by10 .... 1615 0 
22by12.... 2138 0 Isto 3... BF SD 
22by 11 .... 2318 6 re... MH SG 
@by12.... 23 8 0 16-by 8...... 1110 0 
Mie 6 .65- 2: 0.6 


TILES. 
Delivered at London rate stations in full truck loads 
of not less than 6 toms. .. .. 2... 0. os cc ee esse + Fer 1,000 
f.o.r. London 
Best machine-made tiles from Broseley or 


Staffordshire noose hbo aeaadbidg £410 0 

Ditto hand-made ditto .............. 5 7 6 

Ornamental ditto ........ age eee eee 512 6 

Hip and valley tiles | Hand- VN <0 do do-ae ‘ 09 0 

(per dozen) Machine-made. ......+ 03 6 
METALS. 

Joists, GIRDERS, &0,., TO LONDON STATION = TON— 
R.8. Joists, cut and fitted Sidkh an debe 10 0 
Plain Compound Girders................ 35 0 0 

a Stanchions odes ose 2710 O 
In Roof Work ab is 32 10 O 


pe pe rn prices are “for standard. ‘pieces and not 
ial pieces of an awkward nature. 
LD STEEL ROUNDS.—To London roan ar ton. 
gee £ “ i. Diameter. d. 


S Me dese ceacies am in. ra: 30 15 0 
© Mlisive wt dace e Oe 3 0 in. to 2% in.. 20 5 OU 
WROUGHT TUBES AND FITTINGS. 
Deliveries from works. 
Deliveries from London stock further 24% gross. 
Fittings. 
10/17 
Tubes. Tubulars. and Flanges. 
$°/6" —-4"/6"—-:19/24 _ 4°/2” 24/6" 

9 9 9 9, 

7 7 Yo 0 0 
Light weight .. 55 — 48 51? 58 
Heavy weight... 4 483 Sof 41? 
Galv.lightweight 44 — 39 404 49 
Galv.heavyweight 354 354 31z 80; 41 


Tubes and tubulars sizes }”/#” inclusive, charged extra 
of 5% less gross. 

Fittings. Figs. 25/34 5% less gross discount. 

Terms.—Nett cash end of month following date of 


invoice. Carriage paid on lots of £10 nett value and over. 
C.1, HatF-RouND GUTTERS—London Prices ex Works. 
per yd. in 6 ft. lengths. Stop 
Gutters. Nozzles. ends. 
4 1/1 4d. 
1/23 4d 
1/4} 64d 
1/8 Tid 
1/11} 8d. 
1/52 4id 
1/5% 
1/64 7d 
1/94 8d. 
2/03 9}d. 





RAIN —< PIPES. 


Per yd. in 6 fts. Pipe. Bends. Branches. 
Stock angles. 
Sivas écise oe e046 408 2/04 1/4} 2/0 
De a bahbn we daaw awa 2/1k 1/63 2/4 
ro ES ene aay 2/74 1/llt 2/1 
SHUG boven 60g adeos 3/1 2/32 3/4 
Rice tose bdes onset 3/63 2/94 4/0 


NETL PRICES. 
Tonnage allowance—4-ton lots, 5 per cent. 
2-ton lots, 24 per cent. 
L.C.C, COATED Som PipEs.—London Prices, ex Stock. 


Pipe. Bends. Branches, 
Per yd. in 6 fts. 
SUS 6 cccsce sobcens 3/4 2/4 2/103 
GE UBS é ce ce chee ttc 4/ 2/7 a 
Ss * akc. cdadcacenes 4/4 2/103 4/ 
gt © eran a om ae Gane 4/5 3/7 5/0} 
4/10 4/ 5/94 


Pipe. Bends. Branches. 
6 3 9 11 





3 in. per yd. in 9 fts. 5 5 
ewt. qr. Ibs. 
a Se oe ee ree 7/11 7/1 12/6 
Gi 2. S -Biisrss : 9/7 12/9 19/3 
11 5 14/8 25 /6 


2 eS Be Pe 
Gaskin 65/- per cwt. 





* The information given on this page has been 
specially a iled for THE BUILDER, and is copyright. 
The aim in this list is to —s as far as possible, the 
average prices of materials, not necessarily the highest 
or lowest. Quality and quantity p Ane a affect 
prices—a fact which mid be remembered by those 
who make use of this information. Prices are subject 
to 24 per cent. cash t. 





PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS—-(contd.) 
Per ton basis in London. 
Inon.—Staffordshire Crown, wens 

? ‘0! 
Merchant quality........ 1612 6 to 1717 6 
Inon—Staffordshire Marked 

Mild Steel Bars. .......-..- 
Mild Steel Hoops .......- 
. Ex Merchant’s Stock, 
per ton (two-ton lots). 


d. 2 -: 
to 2317 
to 23 12 
to 24 7 


sy: wg Sheets, C.R. and 


ae 
Ee NN 0s oh os ox 00-006 
A a 
Galvanised Corrugated Sheets, 
6 ft. to 9 ft.— 
20 gauge, .. ...00.e000- 23 11 
Ser ere. a | 
ED RUSS. 0.0 0 00 00.00, 09.07. BO iO 
Galvanised Flat Sheets, C.R. 
and C., 


£ 8. 
2110 0 
2115 O 
2210 0 


24 16 
25. 6 
271 


, 25 1 18 9 
25 11 27 8 9 
26 16 13 9 


cad ee eee 
TE GRUNER, 05 0 20 00 cee 
26 QAaUge. .. 2. eee veeee 


£.8. 8. d. 
Cut Nails, 3in. and up.... 23 10 5 0 0 
ALL NETT. 

METAL WINDOWs.—Standard sizes, suitable for com- 
plete houses, including all fittings, painting two coats, 
and delivery to job, average price about 1s. 4d. to 1s. 7d. 
per foot super. . 


COPPER. 


Seamless copper tubes (basis) ... 
Strong sheet ....... 2.00000 
Thin sheet . .. 0. 00 ce cece 
Copper nails ......... 
o» WATS 5.2.3.6. 


PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK. 


Delivered in London. 
Stamped by Met. Water Board. 
CRUTCH HEAD 8.D. BiB Cocks Tin Iron. Easy CLEAN. 
2 in. in. 
34/- 53/- per doz. 
CaaoMIUM PLATED TOILET S.D. Bre Cocks FoR IRON. 
Easy CLEAN. 
tin. fir, 
50/- 68/— per doz. 
8.D. Stop Cocks For IRON. 
in. Zin. lin. Ifin. 1fin. 2in. 
7/6 53/- 87/- 202/- 288/- 460/- per doz. 
8.D.S. Cocks witrH Two UNIONS FoR LEAD. 
din. Zin. lin. l}in. Ifin. Zin. 
47/- 75/6 120/- 226/- 360/- 588/- per doz. 
DOUBLE NUT BOILER SCREWS. 
tin. Zin. lin. lin. tin. 2in. 
8/10 9/9 15/9 27/3 44/- 63/6 per doz. 
HEAVY CROYDON BALL VALVES. SCREW IRON. 
$ in, in. Lin. 1} in. 
45/-  73/- 120/- 260/- per doz. 
CaPs AND SCREWS. 
1} in. 2 in. 3 in. 34 in. 
«10/6 


cooee per Ib. 1/3 
saseeas 65-6 1/6 


ee eee ee 


4 in. 


1} in. 
53/- per doz. 


12/9 


2 in. 


19/3 34/- 48/- 
BRASS SLEEVES. 

$ in. 3in. 3iin. 4 in. 

9/9. 12/6 22/6 33/- 42/- per doz. 
DrawWN LEAD TRAPS WITH BRASS CLEANING SCREWS. 
lfin. lin. 2in. 3in. 

8 Ib. Lead P.,. 29/- 38/- 54/- ‘ 
8 Ib. Lead 8S... 86/- 42/- 67/- /; - 
SoLDER.—Plumbers, 1/5. Tinmen’s,1/8. Blow pipe, 


1/10 per Ib. 
PAINTS, &c. 


. £ 
Raw Linseed Oil, in drums ...... per gallon 0 
Boiled ,, ey ae * 0 
Turpentine, in ‘drums (10 gals.) .... os 0 
Genuine Ground English White Lead, perton 61 
(In not less than 5-cwt. casks). 
Extra for 1-cwt. kegs over 5-cwt. casks is 2/9 cwt. 
GENUINE WHITE LEAD PAINT 
** Father Thames,” “Nine Elms,” 
“Park,” “Supremus,” “St. Paul's,” 
“* Morganswyte,” ** Polacco,” od ed 
Brand, and other best brands (in 
14 Ib. tins) not less than 5-cwt. lots £ s.d. 
per top delivered 83.10 0 
Red Lead. Dry (packages extra) .. per ton 52 0 O 
Best Linseed Oil Putty (1 ton lots) per cwt. 017 1} 
Size. XD quality ............ fkn. 0 3 6 
Turpentine substitute can be obtained and prices 
vary according to the quality from 2/9 gallop upwards. 


VARNISHES, &c. 


Oak Varnish . ........02020200026 Outside 


Per gallon. 
14 


SRNR sos dvick<c np acd 
caw Nees hake ey wees 6) aD 

Fine Copal Cabinet .............% 
Fine Copal Flatting. ............6. 
Hard eying, Cok ahs eiekinn ep ei 
Fine Hard Drying Oak .......... 
Fine Copal Varnish .............. 
BEDS GBS 6 64 di on we 05'05 06 00 00 v0 © 
cnt cui ae bb pine bp 2900. * 
Best Japan Gold Size ..... 2... cs ecccccece 
NE RR” os 5s: 5s'vs 00.00 06 on bvree b 
Oak and Mahogany Stain (water) .......... 
Knotting t, eee ee ee ee CO ee ee ee ee eee 
French wot Beush Polish 
Liquid Dryers in Terebene ............+0¢ 
Cuirass Black Enamel . ........ 220. .2-+ 0-8 


0 
0 
1 
1 
1 


tf) 
1 
1 
0 
0 
1 
1 
vs 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


@eeageeeeeeeeeeee 
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THE BUILDER 


GLASS. 
ENGLISH SHEET GLASS. IN CRATES OF STOCK 


ORDINARY GLAZING QUALITY (0.Q.) AND SELECTED 
GLAZING QUALITY (S.Q.). 


PER FooT SUPER. 
In sizes not exceeding 80in. long or 48in. wide or 
110 united inches. 


oz. 
oz. ae ce 
OZ. '. © 00 00 00 00 00 
0Z. \° 0 00 00 oc oe 
oz. 
oz. 
2 oz. 


oz. Obscured Sheet ... 
oz. Obscured Sheet 
MI, SE OR. s is cabs 0h: ceha de Bpiee <0 Hb a0 ua eee 
I 96 WES sn cose nse elee ee eeee = 
os OE DEY. aie shed os spew nese eeraniee ate F 
Extra price according to size and substance for squares 
cut from stock. 
ENGLISH ROLLED PLATE AND FIGURED 
CATHEDRAL, ETC., IN CUT SIZES. Per ft. 


ROTOR PUOURS OTL. © 5 -k0.ce on caenduie denees eases s 
Rough cast double rolled, fe im. . 0 0c cece cece 
Rough cast double rolled, } im. . 2... ee ce cecsece 
Figured rolled, and Cathedral, white 
Figured rolled and Cathedral, tinted 
GON NOs nui ho a0 35 eee Obs Ghabouee n 
Reeded, Broad Reeded, Cross Reeded and Chevron 
Wenand. SIs COR” 5.5.0. sc ce esawac salon nscna Mee 
Rolled plate is the same price as rough cast double rolled. 


+ CABES 2 oe oe oe oe oe oe ee 
ee ee ee ee ee ee es 
oe ee ee eres eees 


eee ee ce ee owes ee 


ee en ee ee esos ee ee eee 


Cee ee er er er se esse eres 


eeeeeecere 
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Pp 
= 


Wire Rolled, 3 in. thick . .. 0. ccc ccccceccccece 

Wired Cast, } in. thick 

Georgian Wired Cast 

“* Calorex ” Sheet, 21 oz. 
” 


A eRe ee ar 
Cast, § in. thick»... o.cccccecccsece 

te ir. thick 
rs op Tis WECM 6 oc voce. cee 0c cc es vee 
Non Actinic Glass, 4 in. thick 
¥ in. thick 
¢ in. thick 


“VITA” GLASS. 


— 
1] a 
obesige 


a 


eee rece sess eeese 


=F OFRORDOOCO 
— 


noo 


” ” ” 


Vita “‘ Plate Glass, about ,, thick: 

TO.7 TE. SUPT 2. cc crc cc ccccccccccccese 

Over 7 TG. SUDEP... ccccccccccccccevcoscss 
“Vita ’ Sheet Glass, about 18/20 0Z.......s008 
Cathedral ‘‘ Vita’‘ Glass : 

F" thickness .. 6.0 eeeseesececeerersovene 


4%” Georgian Wired “ Vita Glass... 2... .cce5 
LEAD, &c. 


(Delivered in London.) 

LEAD.—Sheet, English, 4 lb. and up ...... 
Pipe im COMB oc 00 00 00 00 0000 0s cece ac cce 
Soil pipe 


coer roam g 
aco cao? 


Per ton. 
£8. a. 
8410 0 
34 0 0 
39 10 0 


UNDO DIDD © {.<. v<bei00 60.00.00 05.50.00 45.090 Oe. we 
NoTE.—Country delivery, 20/- per ton extra, lots 
under 3 cwt. 4/- per cwt. extra and over 3 cwt. and 
under 5 cwt., 2/6 per cwt. extra. Cut to sizes, 4/- per 
cwt. extra. 

Old lead, ex London area, 
at Mills ........-+..per ton 


eee ee eres er seer ee seeeesesese 


{2180 0, 





I" RP 


ver 


BUILDING TRADE WAGES IN SCOTLAND 


Following are grade rates authorised by the Scottish N.J.C. from October 1. Every endeavour 
is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors that may occur. 


At 
1/94 


Grade Classification A 

Craftsmen 1/10 

Labourers 1 /43 1/44 
Aberdeen Dumfriesshire aved? 
Ayrshire ......c00- Damdee 6 06 00 cc cece cA 
Banff ..... Dunoon ..... +. eee-% 
Berwickshire. .......A?* East Fife ..........A 
Bridge of Allan ....A East Lothian. .......A 
Broughty Ferry. .....A Edinburgh .......+A 
Clackmannanshire. .. . Fifeshire. .. .. 2.0000 eA 
Doune. ........ Forfarshire. .........A* 
Dunblare .......00. Glasgow . 4. 0000 cc 000A 
Dumbartonshire .... Greenock .,.......-A 
Demise - 6.550 0c0cek Mamiton 4. 260 cee sh 


A 
cooeeA 
A 
A 








B Bt 

1/8 1/73 

1/3 
Perthshire ... .....- 
Peterhead ...... 
Renfrewshire. .. 
Rothesay ....... 
Roxburghshire 
St. Andrews .. 
Selkirkshire . 
Stewartry ... 
Stirlingshire. . . 
Stornoway ....... 
Tayport. 
West Lothian 


A3 
1/8} 

1/3} 1/33 

INVerpess 6 oe 00 ceeoe 
Inverurie ..... 
Kincardineshire 
Kinross-shire. ....... 
Lanarkshire ........ 
Midlothian, ......... 
WETS oases ae tse 
Moray and Nairn.... 
i ee 
Peeblesshire ........ 


A? 
1/9 


* 
eoereee 3 


oon AP 


eee ee erese 


seccncl 





* This town has its own rates: Masons, 1/8; Carpenters, 1/8; Slaters, 1/8; Plumbers, 1/8} ; Plasterers, 1/9 
but 1/9} is paid owing to the scarcity at present; Painters, 1/8 and Labourers, 1/3}. 
The information given in this table is copyright. Rates of wages in England and Wales are givep on nage 516 











SLIDING DOOR GEAR 


British Made. Phone; 
WATERLOO 
4311 (3 lines) 


Phone: 
WATERLOO 
4311 (3 lines) 


MECHANICAL 


PERFECTION 


J 


COBURN 
SYSTEM 


Latest Catalogue on Request. 


THE BRITISH TROLLEY 
TRACK CO., LTD. 
Orange Street, S.E.1. 


Agents Everywhere. 














THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 


NEW BUILDINGS 

GLASGOW.—Burpine. — The Dean of 
Guild Court has approved of the following 
plans: J. Howden & Co., Lid., alterations 
and additions to their premises; Greenlees & 
Sons, Ltd., additions to their factory, archi- 
tects, J. B. Wilson & Honeyman, 92, Bath- 
st.; Corporation Water Department, garage ; 
Harland & Wolff, Ltd., Govan, alterations to 
works canteen; Ross’s Dairies, Ltd., garage ; 
Botanic Picture House, Ltd., 135, Buchanan- 
st., alterations for heating plant at cinema in 
Vinicombe-st. at Cranworth-st., architects, 
F. Burnet & Boston, 180, Hope-st.—Plans 
prepared by the architects of Messrs. Munro 
& Miller, Ltd., for reconstruction and exten- 
sions.—Plans also prepared for Messrs. D. 
MacBrayne, Ltd., for new canteen buildings, 
etc. Mr. Andrew Kennedy, 93, Camphill- 
st., is the architect, 

GLASGOW.—Improvements. — Plans pre- 
pared by Mr. T. Somers, Offices of Public 
Works, for new accommodation at the 
various children’s hospitals, 

MOSSEND.—Canteen. — Plans prepared 
for the Clyde Crane and Engineering Co., 
Ltd., for new canteen buildings, etc. 

RENFREW.—Extensions. — From plans 
by their own architect, Messrs. Babcock and 
Wilcox are to erect extensions. 





An Attractive Calendar. 

The Lead Industries Development Council 
have issued their Decorator’s Calendar for 
1941, only a. few hundred copies of which 
remain unsold, Each of the twelve sheets 
contains a reproduction in colour of an illus- 
tration of architectural quality—either ex- 
terior or interior—and some amusing sketches 
having for their subject the desirability of 
redecorating with white lead paint are inter- 
polated. The address of the Council is Rex 
House, 38, King William-street, E.C.4. 
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TRADE NEWS 


Earth-Moving Plant. 

Defence works and Service needs often 
equire equipment for the speedy moving of 
earth—require, moreover, equipment which is 
not only fast-operating, but fully reliable. A 
vemarkable series of plant—motorised or 
otherwise—is marketed in this country by 
Messrs. Blaw-Knox, Ltd., who have illus- 
trated and described each piece by means of 
a separate brochure. 

The plant includes the Diesel-driven 

Insley ’’ Excavator—which incorporates a 
number of improved features and is of 

u.-yd. capacity; the ‘“‘Digma”’ cable- 
pier oe Bulldozer—of particularly robust 
lesign; the ‘‘ Digma’’ 4SY Scraper—built for 
ise With tractors of 35-40 h.p. on excavation 
of all classes; the ‘“‘ Digma’’ 6SX Scraper— 
built for operation by tractors of 50-70 draw- 
bar h.p. and to ensure maximum loads in 
minimum loading time; the “‘ Digma’’ Angle- 
dozer—a machine which has a wide utility in 
earth-moving operations; and the ‘‘ Digma’”’ 
heavy-duty ripper—designed to break up com- 
pacted material preparatory to excavating 
with a scraper or angledozer. 

Government contractors engaged on works 
involving earth moving are advised to write 
for copies of these brochures. They are ob- 
iainable—upon mentioning this journal—from 
Messrs. Blaw-Knox, Ltd., at Bushey Mill 
Works, Watford, Herts. 


The Metallisation of Glass by Spraying. 

This patented process—metallisation of 
glass by spraying—is used at present for 
making electrie heaters, for preparing the 
glass to receive attachments by soldering, and 
for decorative purposes. The metals which 
adhere easily to the glass are aluminium and 
certain alloys containing a high percentage of 
aluminium ; if other metals are required the 
procedure is first to put on a layer of alumi- 
nium, to get adhesion, and then to spray the 
other metal on to the aluminium. A large 
number of heaters have been made during 
the past three years and have been subjected 
to life tests at overloads; there is no appreci- 
able change of resistance and it would appear 
that the expected life of such a heater is 
very great. These heaters are made by spray- 
ing aluminium in a zig-zag pattern on to the 
glass; an electric current is then passed 
through the long conducting path so formed. 
This heats the aluminium pattern, and so, by 
conduction, the glass. A heater is normally 
formed of two such plates mounted back to 
back in a framework, so that the live metal- 
lised strips are inside. This arrangement pro- 
tects the user from danger from shock. An 
electric lamp can be placed in the supporting 
base to give a warm effect, and to act as a 
sigifa] that the heater is on, as the temperature 
of the glass is quite low—about 140 deg. C. 

The soldering of metal to glass can be used 
for furnishings and fittings. It has also been 
used instead of complicated mouldings for 
radio frequency condensers. The above ex- 
periments have been carried out by Messrs. 
Pilkirfgton Bros., Ltd., of St. Helens. 


Reserved Occupations. 

The Ministry of Labour and National Ser- 
vice announces further changes in the 
Schedule of Reserved Occupations. The: age 
he reservation is ‘bei raised immediately 
from 30 to 35 for house painters and decora- 
tors, red-leaders, ship painters, and various 
occupations in productive processes in soap 
manufacture. 


Plaster Beetles. 

The Trustees of the British Museum have 
issued an Economic Leaflet, No. 6, describing 
the so-called ‘‘ Plaster Beetles’’ and their 
habits. These beetles frequently appear in 
newly built and reconditioned houses and flats 
and feed on moulds and mildews that can 
only exist under damp conditions. Methods 
of preventing or, where they occur, exter- 
minating these beetles are described in the 
leaflet, which may be obtained, price 14d,, 
from the Natural History Mnseum, Cromwell- 
road, London, S.W.7. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


mployment of Architects. 

Sm Tuomas Moore asked the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Ministry of Home 
Security, as representing the First... Commis- 
sioner of Works, whether it was the intention 
of his Department to arrange for the pro- 
vision of useful work by the large number of 
experienced architects who were still without 
employment ; arfd whether it would be possible 
to utilise a large number of such individuals 
on the preparation of plans for the rebuilding 
and replanning of Great Britain at the con- 
clusion of hostalities. 

Mr. Mapane said that arrangements were 
made from time to time, as occasion arose, for 
the employment of additional architects on 
certain works, but any general extension of 
architectural activities must be governed at 
present by a number of factors arising out of 
the war. When the appropriate methods and 
machinery for dealing with the reconstruction 
of town and country after the war, which 
affected so many issues other than actual 
building, and with the consideration of which 
Lord Reith had been entrusted, had been laid 
down, he would gladly consider how far the 
services of architects who were still without 
employment. could ‘be utilised on the prepara- 
tion of plans for rebuilding and replanning. 


Plywood from Ceylon. 

Experiments carried out in Ceylon, backed 
by a Government vote of a substantial sum 
of rupees, have resulted in the establishment 
of a plywood industry in the island. The 
findings of the Commerce and Industries De- 
partment with regard to the suitability of 
local varieties of timber were fully endorsed 
by an expert from England, who reported 
that there was ample timber in Ceylon for 
the purposes of such an industry, and that 
it could be utilised not only for the manufac- 
ture of tea chests but for decorative panels, 
and that local labour could be trained for 
executing the work. 

There are 19 species of timber which 
can be used, and royalty paid at the ordinary 
rates will bring in a good amount of revenue. 

‘The Ceylon forests constitute ore of the 
largest sources of national wealth which at 
present are rotting daily for want of an out- 
let, and the establishment of the plywood 
industry will promote the economic exploita- 
tion of our forest resources,” comments the 
Director, of Commerce and Industries in the 
annual report. which he has just issued. 
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TENDERS 


The Editor welcomes authentic information 
for this feature from architects, surveyors or 
contractors. items should reach 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, W.C.2, not later than 
Tuesday morning. 


Tenders for A.R.P. work will be found under 
** A.R.P. Schemes.’’ 


* Denotes accepted. 

t+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

‘ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government de- 
partments. 


Coventry.—Works for T.C. D. E. Gibson, 
M.A., A.R.I.B.A., City Architect : Electrical 
installations in 862 houses, *L. R. Gunton, 23, 
Norman Place-road, Coventry, £10,724; erec- 
tiort of 44 houses, *A. H. Coltman & Son, 
143, Barker Butts-rd., Coventry, £25,235; 
erection of 56 houses and 64 houses, *T. Bates 


& Son (Coventry), Ltd., 51, Warren-st., 
Coventry, £72,378. 
Crook and Wi m.—External painting, 


ea heuses, for U.D.C. Wm. G. Omand, 

: West End, Fir Tree (10 houses), *T. B. 
pale Hope-st., Crook, £25; West End-villas, 
Crook (114 houses), *Crook  Co- operative 
Society, Ltd., North-terr., Crook, £364 10s. ; 
South End-villas, Crook (114 houses), *Crook 
Co-operative Society, Ltd., £375 10s.; Rose- 
dale estate, Willington (114 houses), *F. 
Devine, Job’s Hill, Crook, £261 0s. 6d. ; Dene 
estate, Willington (258 houses), *F. Devine, 
Job’s Hill, Crook, £528 13s. 9d. 


Dronfield.— Extensions to fire station, for 
U.D.C. C. Walton, 8. : *G. Middleton & Son, 
Ltd., 48, Greenhill- ‘st., ‘Sheffield, £248. 


Deeei-Repaien to Bridge No. 109, for 
C.C.: *W. & C. French, Ltd., £150. 


- Glasgow.—Additions for Angus Watch Co., 
and Henderson, Lid. A. McGregor Mitchell, 
architect and quarftity surveyor, 131, West 
Regent-st., Blythswood: Demolition, brick 

mason, *A. McEwan & OCo., Ltd., Glas- 
gow. 

Grimsby.—Works for T.C. : Painting work 
at Cattle Market, *A. V. Byatt, Parkside, 
Grant Thorold Park, £192; pairting 288 
houses at Nunthorpe, *A. C. Beeson & Sons, 
Fish Docks, £702 ; erection of cleansing centre, 
*Hewins & Goodhand, Ltd., Eleanor-st., 
£1,238. (All of Grimsby.) 


Hebburn-on-Tyne.—Painting 198 houses, for 
U.D.C. :— 


J. Burdon & Co., Gateshead 
A. Craig, Hebburn ... aia 
Boyd & Corbitt, Ltd., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne 580 
*Summerside & Whitelaw, Blaydon 471 


Hindley.—Inside paintinfg and decorating of 
52 houses, Atherton-rd., and outside painting 


.. £1,077 
1,022 


of 84 houses, Thomas-st., Carlton-gr., Rayner- 
av., Platt-la., Moss-la., for U.D.C. O. P- 
Abbott, S.: Inside painting, *T. Jones, 


Adlington; outside painting, *C. 
Park-rd., Wigart. 


Huntingdon.—Repair of two pairs of houses 
at Brington for T.C. *M. J. Allen & Sons, 
Ltd., £670. 


Lanarkshire.—Houses for C.C. 8S. McColl, 
County Housing Architect, Hamilton: At 
idge—excavation, brick and masor, 
*Bryce & Symington, Lid., Lanark ; joinery, 
carpentry and ironmongery, *Gilchrists, Lid., 
Lesmahagow ; plumber work and sanitary en- 
gineering,*T. Glaister & Co., Lid., Lanark ; 
slater work and roughcasting, *McCartney & 
Reid, Lid., Motherwell-Wishaw ; plaster and 


Warburton, 


lathing, *J. Bertram & Sons, Ltd., Mother- 
well-Wishaw ; electric fittings and installa- 
tion, *N. Thomson, Motherwell-Wishaw ; 


painter, glazing, *G. Law & Son, Bellshill. 
At Thorneyhills—excavation, brick and build- 
ing, *Bryce & a McCartney, , Lanark ; slater 
and roughcasting, * y & Reid, Ltd., 
Motherwell-Wishaw ; joinery, carpentry ~ 
ironmongery, *Gilchrists, Ltd.., 


plaster and ee: *J. es ry ok 
Ltd., Motherwell-Wishaw ; painter, *G. Law 
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& Son, Bellshill; plumber and sanitary en- 
gineering, *T. Glaister & Sons, Ltd., Lanark ; 
electric fittings and installation, *N. Thomson, 
Motherwell-Wishaw. 


@London (War Dept.).—Contracts placed 
for week ended November 9 :— 

Building work: John H. Brough & Co. 
(Builders), Ltd., Station-rd., Beeston, Notts. 


‘Miscellaneous work: W. Pollard & Son, 
231, Ilkeston-rd., Nottingham; A. J. Dun- 
ning & Sons, Weyhill, Hants, and G. J. 
Furneaux, 219, Barrack-rd., Christchurch. 

Hutting (erection): W. E. Noden & Co., 
Ltd., Grange-la., Winsford; H. Smith & 
Sons, 44, Pier-av., Clacton-on-Sea; A. C. 
Carter (Oxford), Ltd., Green-rd., Heading- 
ton, Oxford; A. C. Billings & Sons, Ltd., 54, 
Winchcombe-st., Cheltenham; W. John, 
Castle House, Llantrisant; Henry Thomas & 
Co., Ltd., Pottery-rd., Saw Mills, Llanelly ; 
D. Sterling Thomas, Oystermouth-rd., Swan- 
sea (two contracts), and R. B. Thomas, 
Mackworth-rd., Porthcawl. 

Hutting : V. G. Selwood & Co., 86, Broom- 
field-rd., Chelmsford, and John Cullen, 8, 
Edinburgh-rd., Musselburgh, Midlothian. 


Long Eaton.—Extensions to sewage disposal 
works, comprising sludge pumping station, 
detritus and sedimentation tanks, humus 
tanks and sludge beds, with appurtenant 
works, for U.D.C. Sands & Walker, consult- 


ing engineers, Milton-chams., Nottingham. 
H. Raven, S. :— 

Constable, Hart & Co., Ltd., 

Matlock é' seb se ... £11,452 
Northern Ferro-Concrete Con- 

struction Co., Ltd., Manchester 11,066 
Wright & Co., Ltd., South 

Wigston site ay ... 10,955 
W. Birch & Sons, Ltd., York ... 10,659 
A. Eastwood & Son, Clowne ..._ 10,656 
Hadsphalte Construction Co., 

Ltd., Beardsall ... a ... 10,372 
C. S. Tomlinson, Clay Cross 10,139 
Orton & Dalby, Ltd., Leicester... 9,997 
E. Somerfield & Son, Nottingham 9,650 
H. Sewell, Ilkeston ae ... 9,649 
Attenborough Reinforced Con- 

crete Construction, Ltd., Not- 

tingham _... ay a ... 9,506 
G. F. Tomlinsor, Derby ... 9.491 
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Established 1866 
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W. Moss: & Son, Ltd., Lough- 


borough ... se Se 8,713 
R. Whitehead, Mansfield... 8,630 
F. Earnshaw, Pinxton _... ... 8,049 
P. P. Taylor, Ltd., Doncaster ... 7,886 
*J. Quinn & Son, 28, Turney-st., 

Nottingham a at As fe 
Lunesdale.—Alterations to premises rear of 


council offices for fire station, for R.D.C. : 
*A. J. Edmondson, Lancaster, £302. 


Middlesbrough.—Street. works, Cowley-rd., 
for T.C. C. Gorman, B.E. : *J. N. Goodhall, 
41, Leyburr-terr., Middlesbrough, £500. 


Montgomeryshire.—External painting at 
Machynlleth police station, for C.C. H. Carr, 
County Architect, Welshpool: *W. Hum- 
phreys, Oakdene, Machynlleth, £48 17s. 6d. 


Newport (I. of W.).—Works for T.C. 
H. G..-W. Cook, AMLCE., -P.ASL, 
M.Inst.M. & Cy.E., B.E. & S.: Portion of 
new fire station, *G. H. Banks, ‘‘ Westward,”’ 
Ranelagh-rd., Sandown, I.W., £3,314 5s. 8d. ; 
installation of electric lighting to approx. 
48 school shelters, *I.W. Electric Light and 
Power Co., Ltd., Electric House, High-st., 
Newport, I.W., £769 10s. 


Sheffield.—Erection of first portion of the 
College of Art and Techrfology, for E.C. 
W. George Davies, F.R.I.B.A., City Archi- 
tect: tPublic Works Dept., Corporation, 
£22,040. 


York.—Construction of lock gates, for T.C. 
C. J. Minter, City E.: *Exors. of Henry 
Connell,Ship Yard, Selby, £1,225. 


NEW COMPANIES 


THE particulars quoted below have been 
compiled by Messrs. Jordan & Sons, Ltd., 
Company Registration Agents, of 116 and 
117, Chancery-lane, W.C.2, from the docu- 
ments available at the Companies Registry. 


Stuart Macey, Lrp. (363619).—Registered 
October 17. 48, Uxbridge-road, Ealing, W.5. 
Builders and decorators, etc. Nominal 
capital: £100. 

HENRY AIZLEWOOD AND’ SONS, LID. 
(363615). Registered October 17. Dealers in 
lime, limestone, builders’ materials, etc. 
Lime Works, Rawmarsh-road, Rotherham. 
Nominal capital: £10,000. 

East LANCASHIRE Brick Co., Ltp. (363634). 
Registered October 21. 13, Norfolk-street, 
Manchester. ‘Nominal’ capital: £2,000. 
A. R. Boyson, Wimlington, MHaslingden, 
Lancs. 

Jos. H. BrapsHaw, Ltp. (363764).—Regis- 
tered November 1.  Elsinore-road, ld 
Trafford, Manchester, 16. Pubiic works con- 
tractors, ete. Nominal capital: £500. 

ABRAHAM JEFFREYS, LTD. (363753).—Regis- 
tered November 1. 15, Pearson-street, 
Lukinfield. Plasterers, builders, decorators, 
etc. Nominal capital: £1,000. J. A. 
Jeffreys, 231, Dewsnap-lane, Dukinfield. . 

HENRY SMITH AND SON (PADDINGTON), LTD. 
(363741).—Registered October 31. 87, Seddon- 
road, Morden. Builders, decorators, house 
repairers, etc. Nominal capital: £750. 

W. anv. V. Lewis (BUILDING CONTRACTORS), 
Lrp. (363696).—Registered October 28. 236, 
Stapleton-road, Bristol. Nominal capital: 
£5,000. 


November 22 1940 


BEETLES INJURIOUS TO 
TIMBER AND FURNITURE 


The need for economy in the use of timber 
is known to us all, but the loss and waste that 
insects can cause by attacking wood is often 
not realised until the damage has been done 
That happened after the world war of 1914-18, 
whert Lyctus powder-post beetles first gave 
trouble to importers and users of hardwood 
in this country, trouble that led to a search 
for methods of prevention and control. In 
the present critical days we must get rid of 
every avoidable cause of waste of timber. All 
types of insect damage in timber are not 
equally important; some render wood unfit 
for use, but others affect only its appearance 
and need not prevent its use for purposes 
where appearance does rot matter. It is 
usually much simpler to prevent insect atiack 
than it is to control insects in stocks already 
infested. Knowledge of timber insect prob- 
lems and their relative importance can help 
a great deal in economical use of the country’s 
timber resources. 

Forest Products Research Bulletin No. 19, 
‘* Beetles Injurious to Timber and Furniture,” 
now issued by the Department of Scientific and 
Industrial Research (H.M, Stationery Office, 
price 1s. 6d.), is of immediate practical value 
“9 the timber, building, furniture and allied 
trades, and to architects and householders con- 
cerned to avoid or control damage by insects 
to structural woodwork or furniture. Based 
on Forestry Commission Bulletin No. 9, which 
was published in 1928 and is now out of 
print, this new bulletin has been rewritten and 
expanded to include the results of recent. in- 
vestigations and information acquired during 
the past ten years by the Entomology Section 
of the Forest Products Research Laboratory 
at Princes Risborough. The different types of 
insect damage to timber and the more im- 
portant insects are described and illustrated 
by 17 plates and 13 text figures, whilst 
methods of prevention and control are fully 
discussed. : 
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